





* 









BULLETIN from 





Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service x 38 Bank Street 
eA AN NE NN MTR TI SI A 8 RR RRS Ch RITE RO Nh a TRE 


Vol. XVII July 1, 1949 No. 13 


, 2. eS Ye 


A DARK HORSE & A SPECIAL ITEM 
September 7 


Wilson, Mitchell Little, Brown 
LIVE WITH LIGHTNING $3.00 


* Moving out of the suspense field, this is an expansive, extensive but consistent- 
ly sustained story of a young scientist, his ambivalence between the intellecutal, ideal- 
istic world of the pure physicist and the profit incentives of the industrial. This follows 
Erik Gorin, from his younger years at Columbia as a research fellow, intense, impatient, 
moneyless, and needling his superior to push through their project so that he can get a 
job, marry his Savina. As an instructor, first at Michigan, later at a smaller college, 
Erik runs up against the illiberal, restrictive policies of the academic world, goes into 
industry where he hopes to tie up a patent which will make him rich. In so doing, his 
marriage to Savina- which has already had its cool spots- almost fails. But when Erik is 
slapped down, his invention shelved, he regains his integrity, goes back to pure science 
and thwarts an industrial-political attempt to knuckle in on atomic energy... A lot of 
popular variants and values here, romantic, ethical, marital,- this should please a wide 
audience. 


2b 
September 2? 
Putnam, Samuel- Jrans.. Viking 
Cervantes Saevedra, Miguel de 2 vol.-$10.00 
DON QUIXOTE 


A literary event, this long-awaited and completely new translation of the im- 
mortal classic, four centuries a best seller in many languages, a labor of love during a 
sixteen year period on the part of a well known editor, translator, author. Not since 
1908 has a new translation been published in English, and neither that nor its predecessors 
has given the fascinating story full measure of its timelessness, its wealth of wisdom, 
its unique humor (only too often translated so as to seem farce). Samuel Putnam has taken 
advantage of new findings in scholarship; he has rescued the text from archeicisms with- 
out making it unpalatably contemporary; he has provided notes for the layman, rather than 
the scholar, to explain allusions, to give meaning to contemporary backgrounds. I wont 
claim to have read the text, but I did dip in here and there for familiar bits, and found 
it lively, entertaining, singularly pertinent today. The publishers are planning a dis- 
tinguished physical format, slipcased. And their sincere enthusiasm for this publishing 
venture, for bringing all of Don Quixote (Part II will seem virtually new to many readers) 
to public cognizance, will have substantial _—— and backing. A Must for libraries; 
a book for the long view in bookshops. 


Business Looking Up - A Wide Range 


For her fans, a new Thirkell, THE OLD BANK HOUSE (Knopf); full measure in Burnett's THE 
ASPHALT JUNGLE (Knopf); currently newsworthy appeal with Merie Miller's THE SURE THING 
(Sloane); a comeback for Charles Morgan- THE RIVER LINE (Macmillan); Dark Horse in the 
prize winning CALL IT REASON by George Howe (Viking). With these and some other saleabie 
items, we feel more optimistic. 
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e July 25 


Van Praag, Van Wm. Sloane 
DAY WITHOUT END $3.00 









* There's a sense of overwhelming authenticity in this record of an unending day 
of combat. The setting is Normandy- before the taking of St.-Lo - the hedgerow skirmishes 
for Normandy. The cast is the platoon of men led by Paul Roth, a platoon that has been in 
line for fifty eight days, dirty, hungry, incredibly tired, many at the breaking point. But 
there is always that one more reserve of strength and courage to go on. This is no story 
of conscious heroes; there's not an unusual man in the lot. They have no particular stake 
in this war they are fighting. They crab and gripe and show small respect for their su- 
periors at any level. But they go ahead. And they perform miracles and small acts of 
heroism. And the reader shares every step of the grueling advance, the terrors, the 
angers, the frustrations, the fatigue, the sense of futility. Not since I read Brown's 
Walk in the Sun have I felt so caught up in the reality of experience at the front- and 
somehow this seems more basically real than that, in retrospect. What sordidness there is 
seems integral to the whole; there is none of the introverted filth of The Waked and the 
Dead. It hasn't the scope - the impact of that book, perhaps, but what Van Van Praag at- 
tempts, he succeeds wholly in doing. His book has a grand simplicity, the compassion of 
understanding, the achievement of portraying (as does Bill Mauldin) the infantryman. Ernie 
Pyle would have liked this book. 















August 8 






Knopf 


Thirkell, Angela 
THE OLD BANK HOUSE $3.09 
> 






















The familiar Barsetshire countryside and its families provide old threads and new 
for the tested pattern of romance, political and social commentary, jumping conversations 
and meticulously recorded incidents. Concerned chiefly with the Grantlys - the Rector, his 
wife and their children - and Sam Adams's purchase of Old Bank House, this emphasizes the 
&lien air of the brave new world, the depression of the dreadful peace, the increasing 
undernourishment, the contrast between the doomed old order and evolution of a new, the 
emergence of a desire to return to the land on the part of the young people and follows the 
part the Grantlys, Keiths, Beltons, Dales, Deans, Adams, all play. Old Bank House gets a 
new mistress and the Grantlys' affairs have a happy solution. While Thirkell’s characters 
maintain their lovable attributes, their attitudes towards the omipresent threat of "Them" 
and their bewilderment at the changes taking place are growing more and more pronounced, 
as is their nostalgia for the past. A reflection, often ruffled, of the changing face of 
county England. 


Santee, Ross Scribner 
THE BUBBLING SPRING ; $3.75 


An artless story of a boy's life in the old West, when, after the death of his 
Mother, his uncle Nate comes to Illinois to take young Nathan Rogers with him on his tra- 
vels. Young Nathan learns the lore and crafts of the frontier, through his unole and his 
friends, hunts buffalo, lives with the Indians, and finally decides to throw in with the 
cow crowd. In cattle drives he tours the Southwest, wins friends, makes his own way to 
his home place, where he courts young Sudie Bolton. But when he is hurt horse-breaking, 
it is Sudie's sister, Carmen, who helps to save his life and it is she he weds. They wait 
for their baby during the threat of an Indian raid in which they are helped by an old 
Apache friend of Nathan's. This tells its story with some humor, campfire talk and a 
comfortable aimlessness. 56 Illustrations by the author. 
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August 18 





















Welty, Eudora Harcourt, Brace 
@ THE GOLDEN APPLES: Short Stories $3.00 


In the field of modern American writing, Eudora Welty’s name bears the hallmark 
of greatness. In her latest volume of short stories, Mississippi set, Miss Welty writes 
on kaleidoscopic planes; her style is at once erratic, nervous, calm, sinister, surrealis- 
tic, passionate, atmospheric, deadly real or just plain beautiful. Ostensibly these are 
short stories but actually the volume becomes a series of soldered, cold-clear incidents 
Pinned together by the same locale and the same people. There is the delightfully con- 
versational, astute Shower of Goid; the complex, subtle June Recitai which presents the 
pathetic figure of a music teacher named Miss Eckhart,- her sensitivity, her shyness, her 
aberrations, her hallucinations. Moon Lake is a@ horror tale in the best miasma-swamp 
tradition and as a sideline, gets the fibers of the adolescent mind. The symbolic Music 
from Spain takes place in San Francisco and creates a dream world on the city’s streets as 
two friends find unspoken release together... All of these stories are perceptive, intel- 
ligent, thoroughly creative and deserving of critical emerene ey 

| fi 
Spong, Richard “A bo William Sloane 
SEE IF HE WINS ATE Oe ml A, $3.00 





‘ al 
en, 4 


A first novel, which creates a fair amount of sympathy and suspense in the story 
of a nice guy, but a weak one, who drifted into a losing game. This tells of.Tom Swift, 
who after a lost weekend in Paris, deserts and gets involved in the black market. An oc- 
casional alcoholic, Swift- in recall- returns to other blind, blank lapses, ‘at college, 
with his family, with Marny- his first girl, and on to the last bender which sends him over 
the hill. With Buchain, a Frenchman, and Spud, a Negro, Tom becomes a partner in some 

ite transactions in brandy, butter and gasoline which get hotter and hotter. He also falls in 
love with Solange, fails her as in his dependence he destroys her illusion of their own 
future together, and finally loses his life in what is presumably to be his last job. A 
far more attractive version than the recent Joseph Gies- They Never Had It So Good (Harper), 
this maintains more momentum with fewer corners cut. (Public Libraries may still not ap- 


prove. ) 
August 20 
1S” 


Lee, Edna f Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE QUEEN BEE $3.00 






The story of an avid female (analyzed by Elizabeth Hawes in Anyt Ming But Lovd 
this tells of general and assorted bitchiness of Eva as revealed by her orphan niece, Jen- 
nifer. Jennifer comes to Eva’s home in Georgia after the death of her parents, and at 
first taken in by Eva’s smooth performance, gradually recognizes the venomous life her aunt 
is living. She sees what a wreck Eva has made of her husband, Beauty, in her insidiously 
insulting behavior, how she has mangled the emotions of her two children, thwarted Beauty's 

- gister, entangled the man she loves. Jennifer’s growing love for Beauty draws Eva's fire 
and helps Beauty fight his alcoholism but when Eva drives his sister to suicide he is at 
last fully aroused and kills himself and his wife. A tale of popular appeal, as was her 
earlier The Web of Days (which reached a million copies) even though it nearly overbalances 

in its unbelievable exaggeration of the central character. 











August 22 






Burnett, W.R. Knopf 
THE ASPHALT JUNGLE $2.75 







* Equalling his best, J:ttie Caesar, High Sierra, this is a sustained and relent- 
less story of the planning and execution of a foolproof crime, the robbery of a jewelry 
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store in a middle western city which would net a half million take. Getting right down 
to the raw materials, here is the dossier on all who participated, the gradations of caste 

among them, the particular talents of each operator, and the human frailties which were to 
a) lead to failure. There was Erwin Riemenschneider, the little doctor, just out of the Walls, 
who contributed the master plan, liked young girls too much; Dix, who packed the heat, used 
his gun rather than his head; Cobby, the bookie, who put up the spot cash; Emmerich, an 
eminent lawyer, who was to handle the jewels; Louis Bellini, the toolman, ete. etc. And 
from the first premonitions to the first wrong moves, this follows through the aftermath 
of the crime, the dragnet and the chase which ended in death or capture... In its accuracy, 
its intensity, this is pretty hard to beat. 


August 22 


Miller, Merle William Sloane 
THE SURE THING $3.00 


The pattern, with all its ramifications, of Washington red-hunting, as it parti- 
cularly involves Brad Douglas, is here thoroughly explored for not only the actual fact 
finding but also for the emotional and psychological responses and the political overtones. 
Working backwards, the story tells of Brad’s marriage to Jewish Ruth, his sudden infatua- 
tion with Laurie and their marriage after the divorce; it shows the seeds of the past - 
Laurie's affair with Party member Linton, Brad’s devotion to ideals that led to a temporary 
Party membership, the jealousy of some of his school friends, etc., etc. - and their full 
flower as the FBI tracks back to get evidence. It is too the picture of Federal Govern- 
ment employees - ex-banker Emerson who is not strong enough to vouch for his loyalty to 
Brad, Jerry Milton, also hounded and pursued, congressmen and political brass motivated by 
personal aims, slanting the angles on the case to forward them - and the eventual dismissal 
of Brad from his job. A somewhat gestapo picture of the intensified loyalty investigation, 
which does not miss the human qualities of the hunters and hunted, this has a balanced ap- 
proach and avoids the hysteria implicit in the subject. Bears little likeness tolhat Winter. : 


August 23 \/ 


Cousins, John ; Knopf 
SECRET VALLEYS $3.00 Y 


The story of a dream realized, as three men- utterly different in type, background 
and nationality, carry out a pledge made five years before when they had shared a war ex- 
perience in supplying- by air- ammunition, food and clothing to a tiny, unidentified guer- 
illa band in the mountains of oocupied Crete. Even after five years, the expectancy was 
keen, the sense of idealism a dominant factor. Yet they mew as little as they had then 
known of the identity of the leader they called Papadopoulos; they had their charts and 
their memories. But from the Greeks in port, they met suspicion, opposition or silence. 
Gradually, they realized there was latent trouble- perhaps a rebellion brewing. Angus 
elone spoke Greek; Henri, the Frenchman,and Tom, incurably British, had smatterings of 
Classical Greek. But they all held to their goal, and - posing as antiquarians, in search 
of ruins, they managed to get free of entanglements, to find a dubious guide, to make con- 
tact, though at cost of a gunshot wound before they established their identities. The story 
from that point on is a fragment out of Greece’s ever-present civilian strife, the latent 
urge for freedom, expressed in devious ways- and a sense of brotherhood of man demonstra- 
ted in giving, though reluctantly, of themselves to the hopeless cause of the man they 
still thought of as Papadopoulos. There's a certain beauty in the telling of this story; 
while it lacks the pace of the adventure tale it might have been, it has some of the qua- 


@” of a folk saga in modern dress. I found it quite enchanting reading. 





August 29 


Howe, George Viking 
CALL IT TREASON $3.00 


* The $15,000 Christopher Prize Novel would ride on its own merits as a psychologi- 
cal approach to a spy thriller, unique in handling and specific angling. After a slow 
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start the story gathers momentum, as the reader becomes one with young Happy, a German lad 
brought up with sublime faith in the cause of freedom, who has given himself to U.S. Army 
Intelligence, with all the danger it entails. The story of his perilous journey across 
southern Germany to Mannheim is not only thrilling as any spy romance, but a revealing blow 
by blow picture of that part of Germany at point of collapse. There's an idealism burden- 
ed with inner conflict as Happy faced his mission, knowing the probable cost. The end 
seemed inevitable- but its bitter futility was spared when Paluka, who had volunteered for 
the same service for the adventure entailed, completed Happy's task for him. A notabl 
book, chosen from among 2000 manuscripts submitted - a first novel which would indicate 

& practised hand. Watch it. It deserves all the breaks you can give it. 


September 1 


Davenport, Gwen Doubleday 
FAMILY FORTUNES $275 /$3 .00 


A success story of different ingredients, this tells of the crises in the lives 
of the Brackenwoods, living small in a large family house, in Kentucky. Simon and Hattie 
dream, in spite of their poverty, of a little modern house; Simon's sister Martha, brimming 
over with adages, is devoted to both house and family history; their daughter Lou Belle 
leaves her schoolteaching when she is the cause of a bloody quarrel between twin brothers. 
Nearby land and some of theirs is bought by the wealthy Wilkens of New York City and when 
Mrs. Wilkens wants to dismember the house to beautify her new home, it is Martha, with 
antiquarian-minded school friends behind her, who blocks the vandalism. How the family 
opens an inn.whose fame brings back some of their famous relatives, how Lou Belle marries 
& young, contemporary Prince Charming, how even Mrs. Wilkens capitulates - all this leads 
up to their home becoming a state shrine, The contrast of past splendors and present in- 
Significance, the bondage of family history and pennilessness, amplify this story of good 
luck and give it a solider structure than might be expected. A Book League selection. | 





DeJong, David Cornel Doubleday 
THE DESPERATE CHILDREN $3.00 


Not in line with his Dutch writing, but returning to the New England (Providence) 
setting of Benefit Street, this follows an assortment of adults and children in their in- 
terrelationships, fuses- rather strangely- elements which are tender and perverse, sympa- 
thetic and distasteful. Centered is a teacher, Miss Tumolcy, sixty odd, dying of cancer, 
and her rather fanciful classroom techniques which do not obscure her genuine affection for 
the children. There are the two in her grade closest to her heart; Orrin West, a farm boy, 
out of place because of his physical maturity and his background, and troubled by the sui- 
cide of his father; and Sebastian, precocious, erratic, and unsettled by the vicious neu- 
roticism of his mother. And among the adults, there is the wanton Mrs. Giloogley, and the 
zealous, malicious Miss Stroock, the principal, who fails in her attempts to ruin her young- 
er sister, the man she is to marry, and Miss Tumolcy... There's a certain mannered unreal- . 
ity to all this- which is not for the wider audience he has reached. 


Wynd, Oswald Doubleday 
FRIEND OF THE FAMILY $3.00 


A mild, even bland, story of Americans in Japan- at intervals through the decades | 
leading through the war, as David Prenter, a newspaperman whose wife had left him, serves 
as the "friend of the family” of Merion, and Englishman, who is to marry David's cousin. 
Merion, pukka sahib, and conventional in his British form and reticence, confided in David 
his affair with a Japanese girl, Setsue, who had borne his son but refused to marry him. | 
David is instrumental in starting Setsue on a successful career, and later introduces Merion | 
to Irma, who marries Merion. But in the years that follow Merion is never free of his re- 
lationship to Setsue, maintains her as his concubine, is eventually killed flying to see | 
her after the war. And Irma and David find happiness together for the last years... Placid, j 
pleasant reading,- but little more. | 

| 


| 
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September 6 






e Carroll, Gladys Hasty Macmillan 
WEST OF THE HILL $3.00 





A quiet contemplative novel, imbued with a strong religious spirit of brotherly 
love which - before the book closes - makes for a somewhat cloying sense of the story losing 
itself in sweetness and light. I liked the first part, in the boy-meets-girl story of a 
young fish peddler and an untutored, frightened girl and of a marriage that found deepening 
roots in love and faith - the setting the Maine coast and the inland district “west of the 
hill”, back in the '80's. The pattern of the story itself follows a slender thread as 
Molly determines that somehow the cleavages between people of different backgrounds, na- 
tionalities and religions must be cemented in common cause of humanity. How she works to- 
wards this end - and the triumphant conclusion will find an answering note in readers of 
the one-time Grace Livingston Hill clan. Oddly enough, this lacks the essential humanity 
that balanced While the Angels Sing. 










September 7 


Caldwell, Erskine Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
A PLACE CALLED ESTHERVILLE $2.75 


Traditional Caldwell, animated by considerable action and- concomitantly- -sex, 
this is again concerned with the problem of the Negro in the South. This time it's Esther- 
ville where the white people, whether housewives, policemen or salesmen, make up for the 
most part an horrendous, satanic group intent on twisting and misshaping the lives of the 
Negroes. Ganus Bazemore, an eighteen year old Negro, loses a good job in a kind household 
because of the bullying tactics of a group of white boys, gets involved with a lonely white 
woman while delivering groceries, and finally ends up hatcheted because of another psycho- 
pathic white woman. Ganus’ sister, Kathy-anne, also enmeshed in this insidious web, is 

dle -forced to leave her good job because her master rapes her, leaves a second job because they 
offer her old clothes instead of money, is undressed in an empty garage by some white ado- 
lescents, and is raped by some friends of the town’s leading salesmen. Although rather 
sketchy as to characterization, this is grim, terse story telling that pulls out some 
important prejudice points and lines them up right straight in front of you. Unsavory 
for Public Libraries. 






































Cameron, Owen ual Harper 
THE OWL AND THE PUSSYCAT $2.50 


A lightly tossed salad - of a ferryboat captain who yearns for faraway places and 
the boundless sea, his daughter, Helga, who is keeping her father ignorant that a bridge is 
to be built and the ferry closed, a young engineer, Sam, in love with Helga but wary of her. 
The race to buy the boat results in murder aboard, and the Captain heads out to sea with 
all passengers. It is up to Sam to find the killer, placate the wily Captain, and keep the 
handful of passengers in order. A fight with a fire hose, the collapse of the Captain with 
mal de mer, sends the boat home, where, once on land the Captain turns his back on the sea 
forever, pulls a fast one on the sale, and Sam gets Helga. Cheery and chummy gossamer. 

McSorley, Edward F Harper 
THE YOUNG MCDERMOTT / air $3.00 V 


A continuation of Our Own K:nd (1946) this follows young Willie's further career 
in Providence. Again it is his family and friends who make up the background - his mother, 
Nell, in whose shadow her sister Nora lived, and to whose firm mom-ism her sons capitula- 
ted, - and the constantly shifting relationships among them. Through such a friendship, 

@e Willie gets a job on the 4e,qjqand begins to live his own life, encountering a riff raff 
of people in the underworld of liquor and sex, landing himself in more trouble, but with 
the luck of the Irish, finding his way out. An extensive cast of characters and character- 
forming incidents, underscore this companion panel of Irish Catholics and extend the inti- 
mate knowledge of a community begun in the first novel. It has the same warmth, the same 
feeling for the high-pitched Irish emotionalism, the same understanding humor and is a 
worthwhile sequel to the previous book. 









July Be 1949 Fiction -336- 


September 7 


Fast, Howard Little, Brown 
DEPARTURE And Other Stories $3.00 


His second on Little, Brown's list- and it will have hard sledding. Fast's nar- 
rative gift does not lend itself to the short story medium. Only occasionally does his 
dramatic emotional genius show in flashes of vivid portraiture, of muted challenge; fre- 
quently his choice of subject- the underprivileged- suggest his social preoccupation. The 
settings range from Spain of the Civil War to the American frontier; the moods from the 
illiterate confusion of Hollywood to the confusion engendered by anti-semitism. There are 
short shorts that seem more like essays than stories- autobiographical fragments- and a 
few, very few, more or less orthodox stories. Sharply limited market. 





Brown, Joe David ; Morrow 
THE FREEHOLDER $3.00 


Horatio Tench, born in a Yarmouth prison, is taken from the Waif's Home to be 
apprentice to a brutal ropemaker, knows his only kindness from the dwarf, crippled handy- 
man, Aber. He loathes fighting but is lethal when his anger is aroused and this is the 
cause of his murder of his master. He escapes to America where his indentures are bought 
by General Jameson, of the plantation, Fair Haven, in South Carolina. Horatio rises to 
overseer through his handling of the out of hand slaves, earns the respect of their leader, 
mighty King, fascinates Clover, Jameson's daughter, by his terrific drive, his great en- 
ergy. His indenture period over, he is thwarted in his hope for land of his own by Jame- 
son's kindly despotism, his dreams of marrying Clover are insultingly spurned, and he takes 
his freedom when he learns of Jameson's deceit in withholding the truth of how Aber paid | 
for Horatio's crime. With King he goes to Alabama, there wins his land, a bride and a 
family which he raises to believe in real freedom. And when the time comes, his sons are 
ready to fight against slavery. A good rousing tale, that keeps the human values of Stars 
In My Crown (1947) and that provides a better story. ! 


G119 
Weller, George | ] Random House 
THE CRACK IN THE COLUMN $3.50 oo 





Journalist turned novelist - with the shortcomings almost inevitably attendant 
on that transmogrification,- an overwhelming desire to include a vast amount of background 
knowledge, as soundtrack for the march of events, with the result that characters and plot 
bog down in massed detail. This novel is no exception. It lacks even the selectivity 
that might serve to sharpen outlines of the story. Written tightly, with no transitions 
to carry over the breaks from one group of persons to another, and with a huge cast of 
characters, - Greek (with difficult names and yet more difficult political affiliations), 
British, American, Russian, even Turkish and Hungarian,- it seems- to this reader- to re- 
sult in confusion worse confounded. The slender threads of plot, if such they can be 
called, concern a central core of characters,- McPhail, the American, who eventually 
marries his Greek mistress; Walker, Britisher, who plays about, not allowing himself too 
deep an involvement; several Greek girls, Nitsa and Leda chief among them; Loulides, 
Militiades,Ares and other Greeks, mostly with Communist affiliations, and a cynical out- 
look on the tangled mess of their country. Then there is the plot to get the Hungarian 
Folday out of the country- and in again, only to come- one assumes- under the Soviet axe 
at the end. The final feeling is that the Greeks are playing both British and Americans 
for suckers; that the British are out to secure Greece as their private pawn in a game 
for the east Mediterranean- at American expense; that the Russians have made a costly deal 
to stay out of active participation, while keeping internecine strife active and eyeing 
the Turks meanwhile - and that the Dardanelles and a route to the sea provide a key to the 
complex web. It would take meticulously careful reading and established concern over the 
Greek situation to carry the reader through. It certainly wont be read for entertainment - 


or easy enlightenment. 
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September 9 






Bonavia-Hunt, D. A. Dutton 
PEMBERLEY SHADES $3.00 







Written by a modern author, this unfolds the further activities of the characters 
of Pride and Prejud:ce in strictest imitation of style and matter. Three years after the 
marriage of Elizabeth and Darcy the vicar’s death in Pemberley necessitates the search for 
@ successor. Young Acworth, widowed and reportedly eminently suitable, is tried out and 
his mercurial, pyrotechnical character is much at variance with his reputation. Darcy's 
clearing up of the mystery involves not only his wife and in laws, but his aunt and cousin, 
and provides a touch of scandal, and some romance. This portrays the gentle and genteel 
agitations of the household in conformity to its model, and keeps to the line of character, 
turn of phrase and dialog - if not perfectly - acceptably. For Austen followers every- 
where and worthy of their critical notice. 















Ziff -Davis 
NIGHTFALL AT NOON $2.50 


Hamon, Marcel 





Continuing the renascence of interest in inspirational material drawn from bi- 
blical times, this tells with considerable lyricism of Melchus, a Jew, and Lucia, the 
daughter of a Roman centurion whom he loved. Fleeing from the Romans to Jerusalem, Malchus 
is still haunted by Lucia whom he had seen in Caesarea, and when the Roman legions come to 
Judea, Malchus is still searching for her among them. With little religious training or 
belief, Malchus is caught up in the arrest and the trial of the "Rabbi"; is wounded and 
miraculously healed by Jesus; and with the crucifixion and the “nightfall at noon” which 
shadows the land, Malchus gains a faith stronger than his love for Lucia, goes to serve 

-\ the disciple Peter... The quality of the writing matches the transcendence of the material, 
&. but this is still not for the wider Lloyd C. Douglas market. 
























September 10 


Havighurst, Walter Macmillan 
SIGNATURE OF TIME $3.50 


Competent handling of a contemporary problem in the story of a returned war 
correspondent suffering from neurotic aftermath of German prison camp experience.. Maury 
Hazard, returning to his newspaper job, finds himself unable to write and goes to his home 
on Lake Erie to try to reorientate himself. Then his twin brother, Dave, returns, really 
in bad shape from serious wounds, and with little to live for. He starts out immediately 

a to work on the vineyards and plan for the future, but contracts pneumonia and dies. Only 
then does Maury find peace and a purpose in his life, realizing how much he has to live 
for. He falls in love with Gerda, a singer fighting to win back her lost voice, and 
starts out on a new life. Flashbacks tell of early settling of the island wilderness, of 
clearing the land and raising sheep, of setting out vineyards; of how Maury’s forebears 
kept notebooks on archeological studies and philosophical ruminations; of the father who 
could not settle down and met his death smuggling during prohibition; of Maury's and 
Dave's boyhood days. Regional values for an interest-compelling story. 


September 12 


James, H.C. Crowell 
GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT $2.75 
me The credible, likeable story of Dead Sweet Joe, an Irishman, who pursued with 


feverish romanticism and stubborn tenacity his “crock of gold at the end of the rainbow", | 
believing he could lick the Australian desert where he searched for his gold mine for more | 
than half a lifetime. There was the first strike, in which his mine was ruined by a cheap | 




























oe 
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promoter, but from which Joe was to emerge with thirty thousand pounds which he lost in a 
two-up (heads or tails) game; there was the woman who loved him and a job which meant se- 
curity which he passed up to return to the desert; and in sight of a fortune, but stranded 
waterless in the desert, Joe keeps on walking- the dream indestructible- but dies in the 
sand... A nice job which communicates the fascination of a magnificent obsession, and which 
should find a masculine market. 


September 12 


Lampell, Millard Messner 
THE HERO $3.00 


Reported in January for March publication as follows:- "A first novel by a radio 
dramatist, this manages more than a little excitement and spirit and sympathy, and is a 
direct hit on the un-Americanism of American colleges, on the professionalism of amateur 
football. Steve Novak, Polish second generation from a Jersey mill town, a football find, 
passes up the leading Universities who are anxious to “buy him”, choosing instead, for its 
academic and social tradition, Jackson University. Naive, idealistic, eager to learn and 
refusing to take a free ride on his marks, it takes two years for Steve to realize how 
hopelessly he is lost in the politics, the publicity of football; that he has no time for 
the education he wanted to get; that the world of money and breeding is a thin-blooded one 
which will never accept him. And after an accident on the field which ruins his future, 
Steve leaves Jackson to go home- but takes with him the girl he loves... Possibly not for 
conservative tastes, this has however pace and vitality and levels its assault with valid- 
ity and without belligerence... The publishers promise major promotion, and Columbia ex- 
pects to make 1949 picture release." 


September 13 


Morgan, Charles Macmillan 
THE RIVER LINE $2.75 


* I liked this better than anything Morgan has done in recent years, better, per- 
haps, than Sparkenbroke, though it is, in many ways, a less important book it is more read- 
able. Morgan shows again his major weakness, a tendency to betray the pedant in himself, 
the philosopher, sometimes the casuist, as once again he poses a moral problem, allowing 

it to dominate the mood, the thought, of virtually every character, so that each one, in 
turn, is Morgan himself; speaking. Penetrating this veil however is a tense drama of con- 
flict, told at two levels of time. Three friends meet in England after the war, their bond 
the tenuous, almost unreal one, of a few weeks spent in a period of waiting in the French 
underground. There is Sturgess, the American school teacher, a flier shot down on French 
soil; there is Julian, the controlled Englishman, still bound by the habit of silence; he 
was in France as a secret agent; there is Marie, the French girl, now married to Julian, 
important link in the Underground, in whose home they were hidden. And there is the memory 
of Heron, dead, on evidence from Sturgess, on orders from Marie, by Julian's action. They 
had all loved him; they had acted under compulsion of what seemed resolved doubt of his 
identity, his intent. The memory of Heron stands between them. And then into the picture 
comes Valerie; it is love at first sight between Valerie and Sturgess; but at almost the 
moment of speaking, Sturgess finds that Heron was Valerie's brother. On the verge of ful- 
fillment everything seems lost. Just how this is resolved is integral to the philosophical 
content of the book. There's a compelling quality, though the pace of story will prove to 
many a deterrent. This was serialized in Woman’s Home Companion under the title 4dge of 
Happiness. 






















, 
ute 





September 14 | 




































White, Mex Harper \-~ 
er THE MAN WHO CARVED WOMEN FROM WOOD $3.00 
For an odd enercnangs of New Or leans life, this out-tallants Robert Tallant’s 
novels (Ange. in the rdrobe, Mr. Preen’s Salon, Mrs. Candy’s Saturday Night ) although 


there are definite leniinases in the collection of outsize personalities. Geneva Howard, 
retired opera singer, becomes a landlady of the two houses she has bought, and her tenants 
are the Malin brothers, straight out of Gothic oddities,- Oleg who carves trees into stat- 
ues, and Blia, whose passion is his brother and rugmending. Others include Maria, recently 
dismissed from an insane asylum, whose mother remains invisible although a kleptomaniac, 
@ young Cajun couple, a most respectable Northern souple, book-writing Dr. -Sturdefant anc 
his notably mammary secretary, perfume shopkesper, Miss Bruno, who is trying to buy Gen- 
eva’s houses, and eventually a second story man. It is Oleg who is the catalyst of the 
situation, who sends Maria’s mother into her Cassandra shrieking, who finally gets the 
doctor's secretary, and who, in finishing his sculpture, brings about his own doom. Some- 
thing more or less out of a dream world, this conveys its sense of the extraordinary, has 
its moments of bright bswdiness, of human loa. a and, outside its interest in artistic 
personalities, has little in common with ™:ge:, T: ger, Anna Becker, or any of his previous 
novels. For the more sophisticated palate. 

$ 


September 2? 


Fadiman, Edwin, Jr. Crown 
THE VOICE AND THE LIGHT $2.75 


A story of the early years of Joan of Arc which prefaced the drama of her martyr- 

ee dom, this is unusual in its contrast of her mystic dedication against the peasant practi- 
calities of her background, the vulgarities of the times. Here is Jeanne at thirteen, at 
the time of her first visions which led to her unshakeable belief in her mission,- physi- 
cally ungainly, and often resentful of her calling which imposes demands beyond her years, 
and earns the disapprobation and suspicion of others. This follows her early attempts to 
go to the succor of her "gentie Dauphin” as her voices direct her to the nobleman Baud- 
ricourt to secure a horse and a companion at arms. Failing, she returns home, to the 
courtship of young Edward, but knowing that she is not destined. to marry- she refuses him. 
Then at seventeen there is her return to Baudricourt, her persuasion of two of his men, the 
first steps toward the accomplishment of her mission.... Since this stops short of the high 
drama of her life, one questions whether it will reach a wide audience. 


Edwards, E.J. , Longmans, Green 
THE CHOSEN 4 | 2 \ $3.00 
The tremendous interest in Seven Storey Mounta:n should provide a springboard 


for this story of five boys who entered a Catholic seminary to train for the priesthood. 
Of the five, only one followed through to his goal. It is a frank and honest book, with 
human interest element strong, and the adventures- mental and emotional as well as spirit- 
uale of the five Brooklyn boys will capture the reader's concern. The shuttle of ex- 
perience weaves back and forth from seminary life to vacations at home. The contrast is 
strong- the types appealing. Pressure from the outside world, pressure from within, 
finally lay bare the boys’ basic motivations. One boy is a natural mechanic and money 
maker, and he ends in a garage. Ome could not resist the lure of family life. Another 
found the stimulus of business world too strong. Brilliant Dick resisted the discipline, 
a while Steve felt that they had "chipped him down to nothing". Only Martin realized that 
the protagonists were God and himself, and was able to put aside the longing for intimate 
human love to serve a wider reach of humanity.... Certain success in Catholio circles, 
and of definite interest for Protestant readers as well. 
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September ? 
O'Neill, Charles Simon & Schuster | 
MORNING TIME 33-007 1 
ol GS 4 





An historical novel which builds up to the Wilkinson conspiracy- a good blend of 
fiction and fact in a not too much storied phase of the post-Revolutionary period. Theron ) 
Hawley, veteran of the Revolution, returns to Connecticut to wind up his affairs and follow | 
his younger brother to Wyoming. Trouble is rife between settlers from New England and {' 
Pennsylvania; Davy is killed and Theron kills a Pennsylvania militia lieutenant in revenge | 
and then leaves for Kentucky where he settles down in a boat building company. It is there 
he becomes involved in knowledge of the Wilkinson conspiracy, his negotiations with the 
Spanish, and the threat to the American dream of westward expansion. Theron has gone down 
river with Wilkinson, but when the evidence of the conspiracy falls into his hands, he es- 
capes, travels miles back through Spanish and Indian territory to turn in the evidence, 
only to find he has delivered himself into the hands of the conspirators. Again he escapes- 
this time to undertake, almost single-handed, a journey through the country urging on the 
people the ratification of the constitution as the one way of unifying sentiment. The 
thread of Theron's twisted romance - first Althea, the Virginia belle, whom he feels he 
cannot forget, then Nora, bound girl, whom he rescues, and who escapes up river with him - iy 
winds through the basic story. The book is overlong and involved, but this is a competent 


handling of a rather novel facet. 


eee 


. > 
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Annixter, Paul 
SWIFTWATER $2.50 


An uncomplicated, honest, unharassed and quite beautiful novel about the Canadian /| 
hunting grounds- its forests, its people, and especially its geese- that will undoubtedly 
remind some of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings. Restrained and simple in structure, it follows 
the goings-on of adolescent, backwoods, idealistic, assiduous Bucky Calloway, his hunter 
father, Cam, and the hostile townsfolk. When Cam brakes his leg in the forest, Bucky takes 
over the rather awesome responsibility of setting trap lines in forty below weather, shoot- 
ing deer and wild fowl to keep the family fed, and defending himself against panthers, 
wolverines, etc. In the interim, they plan to set up a government controlled goose sanctu- 
ary to counteract the senseless destruction of geese by city hunters.... Concerned with 
simple people living simple lives, this nonetheless has interesting pulls and tensions and 


a certain amount of spiritual values. 


We Beg Leave To Disagree Regarding I 


Macmillan 


Linklater, Eric 
THE PIRATES IN THE DEEP GREEN SEA $3.50 


Macmillan, USA. lists this as an adult work; Macmillan, London, as a book for 
children. Despite some measure of loyalty to the American house, this time we agree with 
London, and have reported the book in our Juvenile Section. See P. 524 for report. 


DEAD GIVEAWAY: Mysteries-Westerns-Thriilers 
August 9 


Random House 


Campbell, Alice 
VEILED MURDER $2.50 


Fast action for triple murder in rural England - and two of them good riddance. 
There's a full slate of suspects, motives galore, opportunities untrammelled- and a house- 
hold shrouded in morbidity, an eerie, unsavory atmosphere. The wife of the dead sadist ) 
is exposed to threats and attack, before the lawyer arrives at the root of the horror that 


hangs over them. Better on atmosphere and promise than fulfillment. | 
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August 18 


Russell, Charlotte Murray Doubleday 
e HAND ME A CRIME $2.25 





Calamity Jane Amanda Edwards, a magnet for murder, again stoutly singlesteps her 
way through the killing of handsome Roy French, the inheritance question it raised, the 
unofficial romances of a wandering mother and daughter, and a constant crossfire of back- 
talk and bickering among the citizenry of Rockport,Mass. A Crime Club selection- “mercy me". | 


September 1 


Burton, Miles Doubleday 
Th. DISAPPEARING PARSON $2.25 


Inspector Arnold and Desmond Merrion again, this time investigating the disap- 
pearance of Jonathan Denby, newly appointed parson of Clynde. With a solution in sight, 
Jonathan's father meets his death, a Cabinet member cousin suicides, smuggling activities 
are uncovered. Usual fare- plodding slowly but purposefully to the solution. 


ae men a ; ae . 


Leslie, Jean > Doubleday 
THE MAN WHO HELD FIVE ACES ; $2.25 


The psychothriller, slicked up, this follows Curly'’s murder of his friend, Lonnie, 
who held five aces, money, position, looks, and Muriel- the girl Curly loved. In the fol- 
low up of the crime by Bud, their friend,- by Alison- Muriel's sister who loved Curly but 
knew he had done it,- by Teasdale- who knew Curly was his man but not why, this maintains 

a tense game of evasion until the final confession. A Crime Club selection, this is fine 
for escapists, not purists. 



























Cooke, David C.-4d. Dutton 
BEST DETECTIVE STORIES OF THE YEAR 1949 $2.50 


The annual, which puts between covers the best which have appeared in magazines- 
pulp to popular, these stories represent a variety of styles, are usually reliant on the | 
trick twist. Followers of this field will remember Philip MacDonald, Q. Patrick, Roy 
Vickers, Frederic Brown, and of the newcomers Arthur Williams’ Being a Murderer Myself 
makes & distinctive debut. By now, you should be able to predetermine your market for this. 


September 7 _ 


Field , Peter 3 Morrow 
OUTLAW VALLEY $2.50 o 
The Sheriff of Powder Valley and his faithful henchmen in another of a dependable 
series. Vegas Bertow robs the Dutch Springs bank and escapes; the banker is hazy as to 
what has been stolen. The sheriff uncovers some shady doings- and finds himself framed on 
& murder charge. Of course the tangle is resolved and all ends well as the town becomes 
terminus of a railroad spur. 


September 8 / 


Huggins, Roy Duell, Sloan & Pearce _ 
a LOVELY LADY, PITY MB : $2.50 


Action-motivated mysterious pitches centered around Les Angeles surround John 
Swanney, West Coast representative of Nation's Week, when he falls, hard, for uncommunica- 
tive Ann. The murder of his unwanted wife, the discovery of Ann’s identity, send him in- 
to hiding, drives him to force a showdown. B-1 complex in energy. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Carr, John Dickson - THE MAN WHO COULD NOT SHUDDER Forrester, C. S. - THE AFRICAN QUEEN 


Chanslor, Roy - HAZARD Lee, Edna - THE WEB OF DAYS 
Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan - MEMOIRS OF SHERLOCK HOLMES Roberts,Richard E.-THE GILDED ROOSTER 
Evans, Evan - THE RESCUE OF BROKEN ARROW Summers, Hollis - CITY LIMIT 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Baldwin, Faith - ALIMONY Fair, A. A. - CATS PROWL AT NIGHT 
Burroughs, Edgar Rice - CAVE GIRL Haycox, Ernest - ALDER GULCH 

Christie, Agatha - MAN IN THE BROWN SUIT Kane, Henry - ARMCHAIR IN HELL 

Coxe, George H. - ASSIGNMENT IN GUIANA Lockridge, F. & R.-DEATH OF A TALL MAN 


GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY for August i5 
Blue Ribbon: - Wolfe, Bernard and Rosenthal, Raymond - HYPNOTISM COMES OF AGE - $1.00 


Haicyon House 


BASIC WRITINGS OF THOMAS PAINE - $2.49 NEW STANDARD WORLD ATLAS - $1.50 
Thwing, Walter E.- £d.. BEST LOVED STORY POEMS - $2.49 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Lehr: Tinney: Bower: STOP ME IF YOU'VE Peale, Norman Vincent - THE ART OF LIVING 
HEARD THIS ONE Tokay, Elbert - THE HUMAN BODY AND HOW IT 
THE BEST SHORT STORIES OF JACK LONDON WORKS 


Star Dollar: = Wend, Milton - HOW TO LIVE IN THE COUNTRY WITHOUT FARMING 
Sun Diai (Each $1.00) 


Cain, James M. - THE MOTH Slaughter, Frank - THE GOLDEN ISLE 
Hobart, Alice Tisdale - THE CLEFT ROCK Yerby, Frank - THE GOLDEN HAWK 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Motion Picture T:e~Ins (Each $2.49) 


Fitzgerald, F. Scott - THE GREAT GATSBY Simpson, Helen - UNDER CAPRICORN 
Warren, Robert Penn - ALL THE KING'S MEN 


Practicai Library (Each $2.00) 


Epstein & White - SHORTHAND, TYPING AND Hausman, Leon - THE FIELD GUIDE TO BIRDS 


SECRETARIAL TRAINING AND NATURE STUDY 
Fallig, Ralph L. - PRACTICAL GUIDE TO Stephenson & Lowrie - HOW TO CHOOSE, 
BOOKKEEPING AND ACCOUNTING DECORATE AND REPAIR YOUR HOUSE 


Specials (Each $2.00) 


Partridge, Eric - THE DICTIONARY OF Wilstach, Frank J. - THE DICTIONARY OF 


EFFECTIVE SPEECH SIMILES 
New Revised Edition of WORDS: THE NEW DICTIONARY 





& 
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July 1, 1949 Reprints for August -— continued 
THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Mentor ($.35) 
Amberg, George - BALLET: THE EMERGENCE OF AN AMERICAN ART 
Signet (Each $.25) 
Caldwell, Erskine - THE SURE HAND OF GOD Dostoievsky, Fyodor - CRIME AND PUNISHMENT (Abr.) 


Dewey, Thomas B. - DRAW THE CURTAIN CLOSE Ermine, Will - BRAVE IN THE SADDLE 
Farrell, James T. - MEET THE GIRLS and Other Stories 


POCKETBOOKS 
Baldwin, Faith - NO PRIVATE HEAVEN Melville, Herman - MOBY DICK 
Brand, Max - VALLEY OF VANISHING MEN Quentin, Patrick - LOVE IS A DEADLY WEAPON 
Cody, Al - WEST OF THE LAW Raine, William MacLeod - SQUARE-SHOOTER 
Haycox, Ernest - ACTION BY NIGHT Smith, H. Allen - DESERT ISLAND DECAMERON 


WORLD PUBLISHING 
Forum ($1.00) 


Young, Vash - A FORTUNE TO SHARE 
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A DARK HORSE 


Auguet-30 \0|!> 


Day, Donald- éd. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF WILL ROGERS $3.75 © 


His own story in his own words through a skillful selection from his writings 
proves again the enormous vitality of Will Rogers. It is just possible- and his publish- 
ers are banking on it- that his memory is green enough after fourteen years, and the 
nostalgic memories that name conjures up, to supply a surprise market. Anyhow, watch it.... 
Rogers was a grass roots humorist who pierced the facade of 20th century society and spoke 
and wrote the truth as he saw it without fear or favor. The selections take the reader 
from his boyhood life in the west, through the fabulous days of the Follies- his travels 
around the world and his cutting down to size the pompous powers that would be- his Holly- 
wood experiences - his observations on the world situation, that still carry weight- his 
political ideas too honest for politics - and finally his trip to Alaska with Wiley Post 
which ended in his death. In a way this has advantages over the routine type of auto- 
biography for a personality like Will Rogers, in that it is utterly lacking in self-con- 
sciousness. Even the corniness is spontaneous. For a special market. 


And Here Are Some Reasonably Good Bets 


For her fans, a new panel in G.B. Stern's autobiographical fragments, BENEFITS FORGOT 
(Macmillan); and for his fans, equally fragmentary bits in Elliot Paul's MY OLD KENTUCKY 
HOME (Random House).: An important book for serious consideration, THE VITAL CENTER by 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr.: (Houghton). A dark horse, F S Chapmen's THE JUNGLE IS 
NEUTRAL (Norton). And of course you must not overlook the market for the new Perelman, 
LISTEN TO THE MOCKING BIRD (Simon & Schuster). See sections following for reports. 
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August 3 
Harrison, George Russell Morrow 
ATOMS IN ACTION $5.00 


This third, revised edition brings up to date the story of physics’ contribution 
to modern living. Clear and vivid without being sensational, this book ranks among the 
best in popular science writing. Dealing with developments in optics, electronics, meteor- 
ology, communication, medicine, atomic energy and many other subjects, the author has pack- 
ed an astonishing amount of information into a lucid, easily flowing book. A well-chosen 
bibliography and practical index add to its usefulness as reference and supplementary read- 
ing material. If only it had illustrations, it would have been tops in science. 


August 8 


Whittlesey 


Ingram, K.C. 
WINNING YOUR WAY WITH PEOPLE $3.00 
With abundant amplification from everyday experience, this is again practical 
psychology as applied to your contacts with people- whether personal or professional. The 
basic facts of human nature and the elements of give and take; getting along in business, 
with customers, associates, your boss- or as a boss; personality factors in conversation, 
letters, etc. etc. building a “winning” personality; your relationship to your wife and 
your children; your habits, your mistakes, etc. etc. As these things go (or do they), 
there's not too much schmaltz and such authorities as Freud, Havelock Ellis, William James, 


lend caste. 


Harper 


Mitchell, Broadus 
AMERICAN ADVENTURE $2.50 

A collection of separate articles, at the popular level, which in toto aim to tell 
the story of America today in terms of significant events and people in history. Here are 
described the era of whaling, the adventures of the chase, the famous ships, the whaling 
ports of Nantucket, New Bedford, the Cape, the processing and use of whale products. Simi- 
larly, the author goes on to tell the story of trappers and fur traders; Alexander Hamilton 
and his influence in shaping the country; the saga of the clippers; the T.V.A.; the under- 
ground railroad of pre-Civil War days; the California gold rush; the transcontinental treks; 
the story of William Gregg and his share in bringing the textile industry to this country; 
the story of Pittsburgh and its birth as a steel center. A collection of essays, thinly 
held together by a central thread, in the main readable, but too often slipping into 


pedestrian vein. 


August 16 


Curtis, Lionel Macmillan 
$2.50 


WORLD REVOLUTION IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE 


Written primarily for a British public (and just why it is being published here 
I couldn't say) this has a certain validity of purpose but is a very dull presentation of 
the cause for world federation- here termed Western Union. Using the American Revolution 
as the deadly parallel for today, here is the example of that war's failure to achieve 
peace until the Civil War made it an actuality. Once again the peace after World War II 
has brought no real harmony, and with the quoted words of Bevin, Churchill, Attlee, and 
others, this is a text by text reproduction of speeches and proposals made for the creation 


of an international constitution. 


| 








—— 
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August 16 
Bendick, Jeanne & Robert Whittlesey 
TELEVISION WORKS LIKE THIS $1.75 


This should have a double market- for adults, comparatively few of whom know 
what happens behind the mystery of television, for teen-agers (reported in that section). 
Jeanne Bendick's breezy style and easy line drawings are coupled with her television 
engineer husband's know-how and the result is a book that answers the questions on how 
programs originate, what the engineers and directors do, how programs are picked up and 
transmitted, and that gives a peek into the future of television. Too bad that the 
technical explanations are not really clear for anyone who doesn't know the terms, and 


that the glossary leaves much to be desired. 
August 18 


Whittlesey House 


Moore, John 
THE BLUE FIELD $3.00 

Completing the trilogy begun with The Fair Field and Brensham Village (Simon & 
Schuster) this is again a gently appreciative, quietly humored portrayal of English county 
character and landscape. This time the chronicle is given a certain cohesion in the fig- 
ure of obstinate, rebellious,wayward William Hart- always very noisy when “in drink”, and 
his lifetime of resistance which culminated in his insubordination towards the War Agri- 
cultural Executive Committee in the mtter of his blue (linseed) field. And there are 
other figures coloring the narrative; the overloving land girls and their janitor, Mrs. 
Merrythought; the poacher Jaky; the Mad Lord Orris; the retired schoolmaster Mr. Chorlton; 
and Pru, William's third daughter, the Cordelia to his Lear, and her procession of il- 
legitimate babies; etc. etc. Again impressions and incidents in minor key, less scattered, 
more incisive than the first two- but did they reach an American audience? 


August 192 


Knight, Charles R. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
PREHISTORIC MAN $5.00 


This is an account, uneven but frequently interesting, of what we know and what 
we guess about the life of ancient man. Occasionally dramatic, and often supported by 
plausible evidence, it tells of prehistoric man's gradual achievement of comfort and se- 
curity through shelter, clothing, defensive weapons and a reliable food supply. The au- 
thor, noted for his scientific paintings, accompanied several expeditions to ancient caves 
of France and Spain where some of the relits of early cavemen were discovered. His ac- 
counts of these expeditions, while full of chattiness and good humor, tend to get in the 
way of the more solid and interesting history of how Neanderthal Man, Cro-Magnon Man and 
others of our ancient forebears were first discovered, what types of living conditions 
they encountered and how they coped with them. 


August 22 
Lindsay, Howard & Crouse, Russell Knopf 
LIFE WITH MOTHER: A Play $3.00 


The Clarence Day book has been used as basis for the play of the same name but 
with less fidelity either to content or spirit than was the case in Life With Father. The 
success through many months on Broadway will stimulate interest in this for reading and 
Little Theatre groups away from the theatre area. 











July 1, 1949 Wencticbios -346- 



















Announcing for August 22nd Reissue of 


> Mirsky, D.S. Knopf 
A HISTORY OF RUSSIAN LITERATURE $5.00 





| | This new edition combines 4 History of Russian Literature and Contemporary Russ~ 
tan Literature, with new annotations and new material-redesigned and reset . Edited by 
Francis J. Whitfield. For years the classic in its field, this has long been unavailable. 


August 22 


Sartre, Jean-Paul Knopf 
Three Piays $3.00 i 


The Respectfui Prostitute was & Broadway success; Dirty Hands played in New York 
under the title, Red Gloves; The Victors had American production in experimental theatre. 
The three are now available in book form. 


Starkey, Marion L. Knopf 
THE DEVIL IN MASSACHUSETTS $3.50 


Fascinating material vividly presented, this story of witchcraft in Massachusetts 
makes absorbing reading. This examines the origins and the course of the malady, the tra- 
gedies of the accused and the mass hysteria of the bewitched, the attitudes of the judges, 
the temper of the public, and the qualities of the times that made for such an orgy of 
terror and cruelty. It traces the religious fears, the restraint which turged youthful 
high spirits into the only possible outlets, the condemning of 21 witches, and-it follows 
the counter-balance of logic and sanity which finally conquered the unleashed bigotry. 

Ss Absorbing reading and excellently handled source material. 


August 24 y 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila Harper 
& Stern, G. B. MORE ABOUT JANE AUSTEN $3.50 L~ 





Following along the lines of the earlier Speaking of Jane Austen (1944), this 
again provides a tandem approach to a revered author and offers further examination of her 
books. Here are the discoveries they have made about the letters, the servants, the fa- 
miliés, the sisters, the marriages, the parents, the health, the social life, the friend- 
ships, etc., etc., of the characters of her novels; here are the ideas they have pursued 
through their rereading which have made her people come very much alive for them. Happy 
commentaries, enthusiastic reporting, this is a special hobby book for Austen devotees. 












August 25 












Harvard Univ. Press 
THE BEE HUNTER $2.50 


Edgell, George Harold 












Bee hunting, according to the author, is fast becoming a lost art. He here gives 
it substance, not only as an "art" but as good sport, with tangible results in unique game- 
honey. He discusses the equipment, the proper clothing, the season when the honey flow is 
at peak. He then proceeds to the step by step process- spotting the honey bee, trapping 
some bees, setting the line, timing the departure and return, reestablishing the line, what 
to do when the tree is found. Brief and rather cursory dismissal of the distaff side- what 
to do with the honey when it is brought home. A very special item. 
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August 26 “ 






Adams, George Matthew Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
BETTER THAN GOLD $2.50 ~ 










Philosophic shorts on life and death, manners, people and nature, by a man whose 
work brought him into contact with many people. Widely read, widely known in the literary 
world, Mr. Adams brings to these short studies, a true honesty and homeliness of observa- 
tion. His friendships were to him "better than gold". He quotes from many authors, and 
illustrates his points by stories of his friends and fellow authors, some well known, 
others "just folks". A book with the sort of appeal of a David Grayson, with an Edgar 
Guest angle for the masses. There is value of a sort in the references to famous people, 
for his anecdotes and quotations may drive many to searching in the realm of literature 
for the sources of statements which may titillate their curiosity. Gift book - guest room 
bedside table sort of item. 











































Crisler, H.O. (Fritz) Whittlesey 
MODERN FOOTBALL: Fundamentais & Strategy $3.00 


One of the great football coaches has written one of the soundest, most helpful 
and thorough books on the fundamentals and strategy of modern football. Crisler, whose 
Princeton and Michigan teams won top laurels, gives here in impersonal, almost scientific- 
ally precise terms, the details of the how, the where and the why of the play of individu- 
als and team. He stresses every phase of the game, blocking, passing, tackling, punting, 
etc. It may prove a little tedious for the spectator’s reading, but for the coach, the 
player, the dyed-in-the-wool fan, this book should prove a football bible for years to 
come....An old football player admits that the coach of today knows the details of the 
game more thoroughly, and passed on that knowledge in better fundamentals and strategy 

gS than did the coaches of yesterday. 


Dunne, J. Patrick & Ostrow, Albert A. Whittlesey 
CHAMPIONSHIP BRIDGE $3.00 


This is a book for experts, for tournament players, for people interested in the 
history of contract, in the top personalities, in the famous contests, in the development 
of this convention or that. A book that combines bridge, play by play- with anecdotes, 
profiles, and so on. Includes- in an appendix- a list of the "Masters". 


August 29 


Paramenter, Ross Crowell 
THE PLANT IN MY WINDOW $2.50 


In prose and line drawings (graphic at best), this is a full record, personal, 
documentary, and semi-scientific of the philodendron plant in his window which the author 
inherited along with an apartment, and which engendered a great interest and attachment. 
Here are the physical details of its growth, its repotting and hanging, its care and nur- 
ture; the botanical investigation it motivated; the philosophical conclusions it stimu- 
lated; and the satisfactions derived from indoor gardening as a hobby by one who took it 
most seriously... The nature lover at his most loving- and specialized. 


August-30 (0/78 || 
Stern, G.B. Macmillan 
oo BENEFITS FORGOT $3.50 


Another miscellany which grooves into deepening knowledge of G.B.Stern as a per- 
son, an in-knowing achieved through everything she writes, and specifically these most en- 
dearing, unconventional scraps of autobiography,- Moncgram, Another Part of the Forest and 
now Benefits Forgot. Nobody will come to this unprejudiced- for she is so definitely a 
real person if you've read the others, a person you like- or not- depending on what sort 
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of person you are. I happen to delight in every facet of her personality. A new book, be 
it fiction, autobiography, or one of these difficult to define books she does now and 
Again, I hail with glee. This volume has much of post-war England, a new- and yet an old- 
England. It has re-discoveries of ways of life, new approaches to remembered things. It 


has much of her enjoyment of the writing and playing of others. It gives one a heady sense 


of shared experience, understanding, faith. Read as random essays- or scraps of autobi- 
Ography- it has its own special savor. 


August—or September 14 


Phelan, Paul- éd. Longmans, Green 
A TIME TO LAUGH $4.00 


A “risible reader by Catholic writers" manages to persuade the reader that the 
very fact of Catholicism provides an added fillip to humor. It is a grand collection- 
good stories- extracts from longer works- verse- anecdote- biographical and autobiographi- 
cal bits a salutary blend of humor and religion, hilarity and holiness. The literary 
stalwarts of the early 20th century and a generous selection from younger writers in- 
cluding such well-known names as Sheila Kaye-Smith, John Kieran, Frank Fay, Maureen Daly, 
Sean O'Paolain, Westbrook Pegler, Frank O'Connor, Bruce Marshall, H.I. Phillips, Evelyn 
Waugh, Maurice Walsh, Padraic Colum and many others. There are reflections of the lighter 
side of life in parochial schools, seminaries and other facets of Catholic life. The bio- 
graphical notes on the contributors will interest many. Illustrated with spot drawings 
in line. (The editor did an earlier collection,W:th a Merry Heart ), 


Chapman, F. Spencer x 54 Norton 
THE JUNGLE IS NEUTRAL $3.50 


* Holding sincerity and commendable restraint mark this story of three years of 
life in the Malayan jungles fighting behind Japanese lines. Reported missing, believed 
dead, the author was one of the British irregulars, always in danger, who harried the 
enemy, trained Chinese guerrillas, kept up the unending work of resistance. These are 
chapters of perilous journeys, of adventures on the side of hunting, of continual brushes 
with the enemy, of two times a prisoner and breathless escapes, of ill health as yet an- 
other enemy, and of a will to endure in spite of everything. An intense record of jungle 
warfare and human endeavor, this has a special place in accounts of the war and is re- 
warding reading. 


September 1 


Albert, Lillian Smith & Kent, Kathryn Doubleday 
THE COMPLETE BUTTON BOOK $10.00 


This is sure to be hailed as the button encyclopedia by the astonishingly large 
fraternity (or would it be more likely sorority) of button collectors. In ten years this 
has grown to be a passion - an old fad brought into modern vogue. The stories inherent in 
buttons range from the historical to art, trade, crafts and social aspects. They reflect 
invention- occupation in bewildering complexity. The text supplies the historical back- 


ground, data on manufacturing methods, as they progressed through metal, bone, wood, leather, 


to ceramics, enamel, mosaic, fabric, glass, pearl and plastic. Illustrated with more than 
5000 pictures which, of course, are not available at this seeing. Special. 


Marotta, Giuseppe Dutton 


o . THE TREASURE OF NAPLES $3.00 


A native Neapolitan records, with a Latin candor of emotion, places and people 
from his earlier years- and the treasure of Naples- its "remote, hereditary, obstinate and 


intelligent endurance". Here are vignettes- some in memoriam- of his mother, of his father 


who had died young, of the hunchbacked organgrinder and his implacable bad luck, of the 
merchant Don Rosario, of the eccentric shoemaker and his miracles, of the count who play- 
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ed slapjack daily with the porter's son, etc. etc. And there is the alley where they 
lived, the shrine of Montevergine, the nativity display at Christmas, etc. Personal in 
its interest and affection, one questions whether it will carry on this side. 











September + of X 





Thomas, Henry Doubleday 
SCIENCE SUBJECTS MADE EASY $3.50 


as” 






Here in less than 500 pages, the science browser can obtain the lowdown on As- 
tronomy, Geology, Geography, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Biology, Anthropology, 
Physiology, and Psychology. What- no Einstein Theory? Yes, a page and a half covers . 
that. Psychoanalysis rates two pages. Television, one full page. Radio, a big paragraph, 
and another paragraph each for automobiles and radios. How did he fill the rest of the 
pages? With a hundred or so thumbnail biographies of great scientists, a gross or so 
descriptions of scientific careers, ten booklists, and at the end of each section, a 50 
question quiz. The result may seem on the surface, a miracle of concision and organiza- 
tion, but So is a mass of ill-digested highlights that shed very little light 
indeed. (H.S. 






























September 6 


Hanna, Mark Macmillan 
PUBLIC SPEAKING WITHOUT FEAR AND TREMBLING $2.75 


The substance of this book boils down to two main theses:- know your subject so 
thoroughly that you cannot be caught with nothing to say; know how to capture and hold 
your audience. To achieve these goals, Mark Hanna, Associate Professor of Speech at 
Fresno State College, charts a reasonable and practical course. He starts- as too few 

e people writing on this subject do - with the necessity of a good introduction. It must 
capture immediate attention- by being concrete, definite, by startling the audience, by 
the use of a pertinent story (not the so-called humorous type), by asking a question that 
catches their interest, by the use of human interest material that provides a springboard 
for the subject to be developed. He then discusses the necessity of sound preparation of 
the body of the talk, which requires an inquisitive and acquisitive mind, imagination, 
resourcefulness, the organization of more material than will be needed, the ability to 
condense that material by selection and classification and intelligent order. He urges 
writing out a speech in order to view it whole, but never either to read it or memorize 
it (except perhaps for a few punch lines, first and last). He discusses the vital ele- 
ments of the conclusion; the importance of stage appearance, of good voice and delivery. 
He suggests the types of things that make people laugh, the use of exaggeration, incon- 
gruity, the unexpected. And he makes some excellent points for the experienced- as well 
as the inexperienced speaker, such as keeping a notebook- accumulating material that may 
come in later, and so on. Sound, practical, full of illustrative material. But it wont 
make a bad speaker into a good speaker, just by reading it! 


September ] 


Pettit, Ted S. Harper 
BIRDS IN YOUR BACK YARD $3.00 ~~ 


This is almost more a book about how to make your back yard into a bird sanc- 
tuary than how to recognize the birds that come of their own volition. But the author 
manages to make bird watching truly fascinating as a year-round hobby, an inexpensive one 
requiring little equipment, and considerable- but self-acquired- knowledge. He discusses 

the birds in their seasonal round, points to consider in identification, how to use field 
ae guides, how to build bird houses and feeding stations, how to record your observations. 

The actual descriptive and identification section gives salient points for recognition- 
but says too little about nests and eggs (a lack only too often in bird books). There are 
excellent lists of shrubs and trees to attract birds, and a good chapter on photography. 
16 pp. of half tones, 8 full pages and 2 half page line drawings. 
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Gibbs, Lewis Morrow 
THE ADMIRABLE LADY MARY $4.00 \- 


The Life and Times of Lady Mary Worley Montagu - told in admirable fashion. Here 
is a portrait of the woman and her place in the 18th century, a high spirited, literary, 
accomplished female and an honest,intelligent woman. Her emergence as a lady of fashion 
and importance, her headstrong attitude toward the scandal brewed by Pope, her exile of 
twenty years and her return home to die of cancer, are treated with sympathy and kindness, 
and @ careful criticism. The result is an accomplished mirroring of an English lady of 
quality, whose life - as a writer, as a wife and mother, as a source of scandal - offers 
reading of vivid interest. 


September % 


Pollard, John A. Houghton, Mifflin 
JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER $5.00-2 vol. 


A long, scholarly and minutely detailed life of the great abolitionist poet, 
written with love and appreciation, but without style or charm. It manages to convey a 
likeable picture of the quiet Quaker who fought so valiantly and so undeviatingly for the 
cause of freedom. The text portrays his integrity, simplicity, forthrightness - and is 
deeply sympathetic with his “liberal” views. The monolithic self-assurance of the last 
century must strike most modern readers as something both enviable and naive. While not 
brilliant, this is definitely one of the broader biographies of the year. 


Schlesinger, Arthur M. Jr. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE VITAL CENTER: The Politics of Freedom $3 .00 


Report repeated from page 221 of the April 15th bulletin- when scheduled for 
spring publication- as follows: “Pulitzer Prize winner (with his Age of Jackson) and prob- 
ably the youngest important historian in the United States, Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. here 
speaks for a generation that came too late to fall under the spell of the Communist dream, 
and that now views with alarm the decadence of Communism seizing hold of vast tracts of 
Europe and Asia. He feels that we can defeat Conmmunism- without war- and within the frame- 
work of our liberties (granted debate, identification, exposition). But first we must 
know what we face. He presents a thoughtful analysis of the totalitarian left and the 
reactionary right, meeting on joint grounds of tyranny and terror. He surveys the record 
of American business- in politics, in social welfare, in international foreign policy; he 
feels that free society can still lose by default. He surveys, too, the failure of the 
left, as myths have taken the place of faith. The case of Russia~- the penetration, through 
an insidious underground, of America, presents a challenge of totalitarianism we must face. 
Our problem is one of faith and time:- faith in our own freedoms, time to do what is nec- 
cessary to save them. We must renew the traditional sources of American radicalism. Civil 
rights and civil liberties must be made to mean something agin; the doctrine of “clear and 
present danger” must take on new significance; hysteria must be recognized as a useful 
weapon, employed to their advantage by the Communists. Today we are proving we can win 
at home, as evidenced by labor, the veterans’ organizations, and the political parties in 
the past year. We are winning in Europe with the containment Truman Doctrine, and the re- 
building with the Marshall Plan; we are losing in Asia, where we must support the National- 
ist movements. The Soviet must lose the battle of totalitarianism before we can relax 
preparedness and make world government a reality. This is a plea for freedom as a fight- 
ing faith, for democracy to recharge its moral energy, strengthen its recognition of the 
individual. A difficult but important book.” 
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September 8 


Tietze, Hans Phaidon-Oxford 
TINTORETTO: The Paintings and Drawings $7.50 


This famous 16th century artist of the counter reformation is here presented in 
exhaustive treatment, with some 300 reproductions of his works, in a beautiful book. a 
companion volume to the Titian. Though the publication of the book was to have been link- 
ed with the Tintoretto exhibition in Venice, the postponement, due to the war, does not 
materially affect the permanent value of the book as record. The text discusses his life 
and times, the stylistic features of his work, detailed comparison of his draughtsman- 
ship with that of Michelangelo, his colour with his mster, Titian. There is unusually 
careful linking of text with cross reference to the plates. Tintoretto is portrayed as 

e Baroque artist, the dominant figure in the transition from the High Renaissance, as a 
“modern artist, clothed in the garb of the Classic Art”. Chronology. Bibliography. 

Notes on plates. Critical catalogue of exhibition. A superb piece of book-making. 


- September 9 


Cotten, Emmi Dutton 
CLOTHES MAKE MAGIC $5.95 


The hows and whys of clothes in making the woman, which the woman in doubt should 
read, mark, learn and inwardly digest- and which the woman who ought to care and doesn't 
should be persuaded by her friends to study. For it really is good- though it demands 
interest and attention. The three main factors are (a) line; (b) color; (6) mood. It is 
difficult to follow the diagrams in relation to the text in galley proof, but seemingly 
all types of figures are charted, coloring in various combinations indicated, and the 
facts of what to do about length of skirt, two piece or one piece garments, decorative 
line, shoulders, hip length and treatment, kinds of materials, color combinations, ap- 
propriateness of clothes to temperament and use, and so on. There are some 78 analyses, 
for instance, of the effect, of color on skin and hair. There are instructions as to how 
to find your own type of figure, shape of face, posture, coloring, how to study your own 
personality, looks, voice, movement. And people who have time- and interest- should find 
this rewarding study. 


Paul, Elliot | -Random House 
MY OLD KENTUCKY HOME . $3.75 


Rambling, succulent pseudo-memoirs of fabulous and frothy characters, and con- 
trived, devious situations in Louisville, when Paul was 18 (1909-10) and working in a 
construction company. Centered around the rooming house where he lived, this is the 
story of its inmates, the subdued, disgruntled head of the house, his pretty wife, the 
dapper, sadistic brother-in-law, the carousing, florid son,. the flamboyant Spanish duch- 
ess in black and her beautiful daughter, a naroissus,Northern aristocrat, a serious apop- 
lectic Irishman up from Boston slums, a sad, kindly old Jew who adopts a fatherless 
mulatto boy, a coy, precariously faithful wife and her suspicious, salesman husband, the 
crisp, level-headed daughter of the house, and numerous others- shady and well-limned 
characters. Paul builds around them a wealth of amusing or juicy situations of seduc- 
tions,- the Negro lad by jazz, the servants by boarders, the coy wife by her loose girl- 
friend and her paramour, and so on. Here are seances - brothels- stabbings- an ingenious 
confidence racket- a fabulous haunted palace- and all the stuff to make readable, albeit 
synthetic memoirs. Popular fare, near shockers, in Elliot Paul's established vein. He 
has a surprisingly large following. And he can write. 
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September 12 


Sargeant, Winthrop Dutton 
GENIUSES , GODDESSES AND PEOPLE $3.50 


Author Sargeant, who has moved through circles of celebrities for many years, 
turned his hand as a professional musician, critic, and more recently magazine writer, 
contributes here a random commentary on the gifts and foibles of geniuses, from the ex- 
tremes of egotism (and bad manners) to the common quality of magic they all possess. Here, 
in the first part, there's an irresponsible gaiety and charm, an eye for the erratic and 
the eccentric a little reminiscent of the Joseph Wechsberg musical pieces. This section 
returns to Sargeant's early experiences with the San Francisco symphony and the peculiar 
cultural climate of California; to New York with the benevolent, paternal Damrosch and 
his foreign legion; and later the Philharmonic under Toscanini and his "continuous psy- 
chology of crisis". The second section, which consists of close-ups from Life magazine 
where they appeared, quiets down to straight reporting, will give you a familiar intro- 
duction to Toscanini, Rita Hayworth, Sir Thomas Beecham, Artur Rubinstein, Frank Lloyd 
Wright among others.... Entertaining. 


Bemis, Samuel Flagg Knopf 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS $7.50 

A scholarly work, of specific political science interest, this covers Adams’ 
years as international diplomat and ends with his election as President, and stresses his 
contributions toward American foreign policy. It is not a popularizing of its biographi- 
cal material, but rather the exact interpreting of the man in relation to his times and 
his work. It follows, in detail, his career in Europe, his part in treaty making, his 
position on national as well as international questions, and his place in the shaping of 
the Monroe Doctrine. It gives a careful picture of the part his early training was to 
play in his years as President. Exhaustive and probably of definitive importance in its 
field, the audience here is primarily for the serious student. 


Gipson, Lawrence Henry Knopf 
THE GREAT WAR FOR THE EMPIRE: The Victorious Years 1758-60 $7.50 


The first three volumes of this monumental history of Britain's war for Empire, 
were published by Caxton; the subsequent volumes, of which this is Vol. Vil, by Knop.. 
This opens with the accession to power of Pitt,the Great Commoner;and closes with the end 
of Anglo-French hostilities in America, the conquest ot Canava by the British, after dis- 
astrous setbacks, and the finale of one phase of a world war, the Seven Years’ War. We in 
America are so accustomed to thinking in terms of our isolated struggle for independence, 
that we fail to realize that it was conditioned largely upon Europe's history. This vol- 
ume is therefore exceedingly pertinent to more profound understanding of a period which 
has given us a number of important novels in the last decade. Kenneth Roberts, John 
Jennings, Harvey Allen, all have drawn upon the richness of material of which this volume 
gives us the detailed historical background. It was a period that found the colonies 
shifting from an assumption that their defenses must be borne by the British, to a con- 
ception of their own responsibilities. There was disaffection to be overcome, from the 
Carolinas to New England. There was inter-colony jealousy. There were spots of courage- 
ous resistance- the Rangers of whom so much has been written; the attack on Louisbourg; 
the cooperation-spottily- with Forbes' venture on Ft. Duquesne (though opposed by Washing- 
ton). After the fall of Louisbourg, the Indian hostility to the British began to alter. 
And with the Fall of Quebec, the fate of New France was sealed. Vastly detailed in its 
scholarship, this will stand as a standard work for historians. 28 maps. Illustrated. 
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September 12 [9 


Fisher, M.F.K. | Viking 
AN ALPHABET FOR GOURMETS $3.00 


July 1, 1949 











By this time most people know what to expect from M.F.K. Fisher and wont think 
they are going to get an encyclopedia of cooking from this title. Once again, as always, 
she is good reading for anyone interested in the fine art of cookery. Completely unor- 
thodox, both in her likes and dislikes. Imagine anyone holding a brief for fried egg 
sandwiches (albeit limited to place and age) and milk toast- for Quails a la Financiere 
and Trout Brillat-Savarin- for a dozen and more other things as contradictory. This book 
is a merry, sometimes biting, often passionate defense of the lover's approach to food- 
any kind of food. Her likes and dislikes march through the pages; family dinners are 
given a new slant; her settings take one round the world; her gastronomical creed captures 
one's imagination. And I defy anyone who likes to cook to refrain from copying some of 

tthe recipes. An addition for the specialist's cookery shelf. Decorative drawings by 
Marvin Bilbeck. 










September—13- lo] i 






Frankenberg, Lloyd Houghton, Mifflin 
PLEASURE DOME $3.50 










An earnest and somewhat solem attempt to "provide a bridge to modern poetry 
for readers like myself brought up on prose". The author is a contributor to the 5a- 
turday Review of Literature and other literary journals. He attempts first to define 
ana then to clarify the distinguishing features of modern poetry which, briefly, he con- 
siders are immediacy and simultaneity. The succeeding chapters are devoted to expositions 
of such modern poets as James Stephens, T.S. Eliot, Marianne Moore, E.H. Cummings, Wallace 
Stevens and others. These chapters are painstaking and sincere, but not illuminating. 

The writer is intelligent, but has no gift to translate his knowledge into form escaping 
the pedantic, the unimaginative. Still, for the “lay” poetry reader, the book provides 

@ dependable guide. 





















Kohn, Hans ; Macmillan 
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY $2.75 


Sub-titled “A Midway Account of the Western World", this is a balance sheet of 
the last fifty years, an examination of "the fundamental issues dominating the tensions 
and conflicts". Hans Kohn, who is perhaps the outstanding historian-interpreter of our 
time, draws on an extraordinary background of many countries, many centuries, for this 

assimilation and clarification of these “fundamental issues", their germination, their 
fruition. Here are these concepts of our age; the new feeling of nationalism which was 
ushered in in 1848; the gospel of force- and its concomitant- terror; the dethronement 
of reason and the disregard of the individual; totalitarianism, in Germany and in Russia- 
"the permanent mission"; imperialism, racialism; fascism; communism. And to offset these, 
the "forces of reintegration and reaffirmation", democracy, cooperation, federalism- with 
America at the helm.... A brilliant book, in its analysis and interrelationship of the 
major issues and ideologies of this century, this will reach an accumulative rather than 
immediate market- as did his The Idea of Nationalism. : 


September ? 2 


ee White, Leslie Farrar, Straus 
THE SCIENCE OF CULTURE $6.00 





Students of anthropology will find much to interest them and equally, much to 
irritate them, in this compendium on "culturology". This science goes one step beyond 
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the confines of anthropology, which deals with the customs, social organizations, art 
forms, language, and so on, that have arisen among people. The step beyond, taken by the 
culturologists, is that they regard the sum total of these customs, social organizations, 
etc. as possessing an organic, dynamic existence of their own, implying almost the state 
of a Super-Being that influences profoundly the lives of the people who act as carriers. 
The author, professor of anthropology at the University of Michigan, has turned out an in- 
teresting book, but one that will exasperate sociologists and anthropologists by the 
casual, slightly patronizing manner with which some of their important postulates are 
examined and dismissed. Psychologists will not take kindly to being regarded as - in the 
main- faddists and gadgeteers. Theologians will react violently to the denial of free 
will. And this reviewer has a private bone to pick with a writer who assembles a book by 
tacking together a number of magazine articles, written at different dates for difterent 
types of magazines, with no apparent attempt to prune and unify. The inevitable repeti- 
tion, duplication of illustrations, use of the same set of quips would make any reader 
rebel. 
fig & 
September 37 


Funk & Wagnalls 


Hancock, Ralph - 
FABULOUS BOULEVARD $3.50 VY 
This is the story of the 16-mile boulevard which runs from downtown Los Angeles 
through its suburbs to the Pacific at Santa Monica, a boulevard with magnificent stores 
and modern office buildings, residences, hotels, parks, restaurants, landscaped billboards 
and empty lots. The story goes back to the prehistoric animals of the le Brea tar pits, 
through the Indians, the Spanish explorers, the missionaries, the settlers of 1781, to 
the present- and the men whose names are associated with the boulevard. There's the man 
for whom it is named, H. Gaylord Wilshire, millionaire socialist; Edwin T. Earl, publisher 
of the Los Angeles Express, who developed the refrigerated freight car; A.W. Ross, creator 
of the “miracle mile". There are all facets of the boulevard, the booms and profits, the 
climate and its boosters, the places of interest, the homes of the movie stars, the ranch- 
es of bygone days, the Douglas planes. Here is the splendor of a major thoroughfare, for 
the devotees of Southern California. 


Norton 


Dineen, Joseph F. : 
THE PURPLE SHAMROCK | 7 $3.75 
This is the story of James Michael Curley, loved by Boston electorate over some 
fifty years. The late 19th century saw an increasing Irish immigrant population taking 
over from Boston Brahmins. Here is Curley's story against that background,- ward leader 
to Common Council, to Mayor, Governor, Congressman and Mayor again. The author holds 
brief for him, thinking him wrongly accused and imprisoned, and gives him credit for new 
hospitals, attempts at slum clearances, new highways, etc. There is a review of Curley's 
own opinion on his relation with F.D.R. A book that has the courage of its convictions, 


heavily weighted in favor of Curley. 


Stapleton, Elsie ey | Prentice-Hall 
SPENDING FOR HAPPINESS ~“* | ' $2.75 


Report repeated from the April 15th. bulletin when scheduled for spring publica- 
tion- as follows: "Based on extensive consultant experience, this is a book on money man- 
agement which follows no set standards but tries to indicate where your money goes, what 
it gets you, and how it may be getting away from you. In an analysis of spending patterns 
which are keyed at lower income levels chiefly, you will be able to determine certain 
fixed factors in the family economy; your home or rental; the operation of your house; 
food, clothes, savings and insurance; health; church and charity; gifts; education; furni- 
ture; pleasure; allowances, etc. The balance here is sensible rather than severe- the 
intention to enable you to know what you want most for the money you have to spend, but 
not to spend beyond your means. And the breakdown- percentage-wise- of approximate demands 
upon your income will give this a specific value for home use.” 
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Scribner 


Higginbottom, Sam 
$3.50 


SAM HIGGINBOTTOM, FARMER 


This was originally reported for spring publication in the Religious Book sec- 
tion. Don't overlook it there on this new date but note it for general sale as well. "To 
anyone familiar with Protestant Foreign Missions and in particular with agricultural 
missions, the name of Sam Higginbottom is well known. He is a friendly and interesting 
person and thus his autobiography is a friendly and interesting book. In a very personal 
and very graphic manner Higginbottom tells of his early life in England and Wales, and 

then of his struggles to get an education, first at D. L. Moody's Mt. Harmon School, then 
at Amherst and at Princeton. But the greater part of his book is naturally devoted to 

his pioneer work as an agricultural missionary in India where he was the founder of the 
Agricultural Institute of Allahabad and one of the leaders in introducing agricultural 
methods in the Indian States. His description of his life and work is vivid, and equally 
interesting are his observations on Gandhi, Nehru, and general political and economic 
conditions in India. Sam Higginbottom was one of the men who did much to popularize the 
foreign missionary cause among the American churches, and to secure generous contributions 
from wealthy Americans. It is good to have this definitive record of his life and work 
and it should have a wide reading, for Sam Higginbottom's friends and admirers are legion.” 


Chernev, Irving & Reinfeld, Fred Simon & Schuster 
THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF CHESS °% | Z60y $3.50 

A collection of stories about chess and chess players, chess oddities, tricks, 
records, remarkable games and their stories, incidents and exploiting oversights, famous 
defenses, patterns of attack- in short, the kinds of things touching upon chess which ad- 
dicts will adore- and those who don't play chess will find abysmally dull and for the most 
part unintelligible. Fortunately, there are an increasing number of chess enthusiasts. 
And rumor has it, that any chess book sells. 


Perelman, S. J. O Simon & Schuster 
LISTEN TO THE MOCKING BIRD 4 \ $2.95 
Collected- but never composed - pieces which range from the palps of yesterday 
(which sound like the pulps of today) to family life and high spot incidents. His re- 
views of old favorites - Flaming Youth, Three Weeks, The Shetk, Black Oxen, Replenishing 
Jessica, The Madonna of the Sleeping Cars - are gems untarnished by any unnatural delicacy, 
his personal affairs remain in the familiar zany world and offer very, very funny laugh 
time reading. Fair warning to the initiated - or, in the words of the master, “chacun a 
son goo". 
Io17 
Rugoff, Milton; . fd. Viking 
A HARVEST OF WORLD FOLK TALES $3.95 _ 
Propob °3 49 
* This is a superb job, and so comprehensive, that the public library with funds 
too limited to represent Botkin and Ben Clough adequately, need not feel cheated with this 
volume. From 19 areas, 200 tales have been brought together, varying from short shorts 
to 10,000 word length. There are legends, myths, fables, the best retelling in modern 
versions (as with Constance Rourke, Zora Neale Hurston, Frank Dobie, Babette Deutsch). 
There are original sources of classics like Rip Van Winkle, William Tell, Taming of the 
Shrew. Readability was made the major criterion of inclusion, with authoritative source, 
reflection of national character, antiquity, popularity, as additional factors. The 
romance of chivalry is deliberately omitted. The household tale is the fundamental basis. 
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Belknap, E.M. Crown 
MILK GLASS $5.00 


This is to the subject of Milk glass what the McKearin book is to American glass 
at its best - a book for collectors based on one of the best and largest collections. For 
would-be collectors, it gives basic points on how to tell originals from reproductions, 
and there's a comprehensive list of patterns now being reproduced. Identification- pat- 
tern- design-color, all are discussed. The text then goes on to the specific forms in 
which milk glass has been used:- plates, candlesticks, lamps, platters, trays, pitchers, 
jugs, compotes, animal forms, bottles, vases - and the variants in the glass itself. 
Superbly illustrated. (Publ.) 


Barnes, Clare, Jr. Doubleday 
WHITE COLLAR ZOO $1.00 


"There's one in every office” - for each and every one of these animal photo- 
graphs which represent all types in large business concerns. The selection of pictures 
in which bird and beast expressively portray the caption below is nearly perfect (see 
Plate 44 - "Do you really like it? It was marked ‘way down." or Plate 18 - "Am I supposed 
to know everything around here?" for samples) and although there are a few almost too 
obvious, the rest make up for them by their amusing similarity to human situations. Ex- 
cerpted in Life the complete collection should make a plus sale easily. (7/12) 


Brown, Paul . Scribner 
DRAW HORSES: Jt’s Fun and It's Easy $2.00 


And he makes his thesis convincing, as he shows the fundamentals in drawing 
horses. First, study the horse, detail by detail and in action; second, know the common 
errors and how to avoid them. How to do the overlay method- making trial and error a con- 
structive step by step process. How to diagram your drawings, using squares as basic 
guides. How to use stick figure aid for gaits. How to achieve the effect of muscles in 
action. Plus sale for boys and girls. And a perfect convalescent book for anyone who 


likes to draw. (Publ.) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday Page 
Algren, Nelson- THE MAN WITH THE GOLDEN ARM- from 8/22 to 9/8 309 
(J) Davis, Kenneth S.- GENERAL EISENHOWER- from 6/9 to 6/23 209 
Fineberg, S.A.- PUNISHMENT WITHOUT CRIMB- definite price $3.50 517 


Katkov, Norman- A LITTLE SLEEP, A LITTLE SLUMBER- price from $3.00 to $2.75 280 


Farrar, Straus 
Clinchy, Everett R.- Title from INTERGROUP RELATIONS CENTERS to 


INVESTMENT IN PEACE 318 
Peters, Fritz- THE WORLD NEXT DOOR- from $3.50 to $3.00. From 8/25 to 9/15 310 
Pinchot, B. & A.- HEAR THIS WOMAN!- from $3.50 to $3.00 310 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Dennis, N.- A SEA CHANGE- from 7/12 to 8/15 241 
Foley, Martha- f£¢.- THE BEST AMERICAN SHORT STORIES- from 6/28 to 7/12 256 
Ilyin, B.- GREEN BOUNDARY- from 7/8 to 8/15 240 
(J) Lancaster, O.- THE SARACEN'S HEAD- from 8/3 to 8/30 302 
La Farge, Oliver- THE EAGLE IN THE EGG- from 6/16 to 7/21 225 
North, R.C.- REVOLT IN SAN MARCOS- from $3.00 to $3.95. From 6/28 to 8/2 218 
Williams, Ben Ames- FRATERNITY VILLAGE- from 7/12 to 7/11 216 


Random House 
Hanlin, Tom- THE MIRACLE AT CARDENRIGG- from $3.00 to $2.75. From 7/19 to 8/29 256 


O'Hara, John- A RAGE TO LIVE- from $3.95 to $3.75 307 
Viking 
Kameran, Gloria- Author reference should read- Campbell, Jean Hamilton 
& Kameran, Gloria- Definite date 8/22 321 


Whittlesey House 
Cook, C.- COLOR MOVIE MAKING FOR EVERYONE- from $3.50 to $3.75 227 
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Caldwell, Taylor 
MaciInnes, Helen 


Thirkell, Angela 
lee, Edna 

O'Hara, John 
Frankau, Pamela 
Janeway, Elizabeth 
Miller, Merle 
Howe, George 


Bonnet, Theodore 


Miller, Helen T. 


Carr, John Dickson 
Innes, Hammond 
Burnett, W. R. 
Gardner, Erle S. 
Millar, Margaret 


Pocock, Arthur 
Tharp, Louise Hall 
Burton, Jean 
Miller, Max 
Chapman, F. Spencer 


Overstreeet, H.A. 


Mayberry, George- Fd.. 


A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR AUGUST 
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CONTEMPORARY 


IET IOVE COME IAST (Scribner) 

REST AND BE THANKFUL (little, Brown)-lit- 
erary Guild for September 

THE OLD BANK HOUSE (Knopf) 

THE QUEEN BEE (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 

A RAGE TO LIVE (Random House) 

THE WILLOW CABIN (Harcourt, Brace) 

THE QUESTION OF GREGORY (Doubleday) 

THE SURE THING (William Sloane) 

CALL IT TREASON (Viking) 


PERIOD PIECES 


THE MUDIARK (Doubleday) September Book of 
the Month Club Selection. 
MIRAGE (Appleton-Century-Crofts) 


THRILLERS 


BEIOW SUSPICION (Harper) 

THE BIVE ICE (Harper) 

THE ASPHALT JUNGIE (Knopf) 

THE D.A. BREAKS AN EGG (Morrow) 
THE CANNIBAL HEART (Random House) 


0 iA ee eee oe 


BIOGRAPHY 


RED FIANNEIS AND GREEN ICE (Random House) 


THE PEABODY SISTERS OF SAIEM (little Brown) 
IYDIA PINKHAM IS HER NAME (Farrar, Straus) 


NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS (Dutton) 
THE JUNGIE IS NEUTRAL (Norton): 


MISCELLANEOUS 


THE MATURE MIND (Norton) Book of the Month 


Club Co-selection for September 


A LITTIZ TREASURY OF AMERICAN PROSE (Scribner)5.00 321 
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281 


312 
262 
332 
374 
311 


289 
313 
317 
320 


2.95 313 
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LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS Simon & Schuster 
McKimson & Dempster- BUGS BUNNY- Cartoon Each $.25 
Disney, Walt - JOHNNY APPLESEED (Publ. ) 
Brown & Hurd - TWO LITTLE MINERS 






*Woodcock & Wilkin - GUESS WHO LIVES HERE 



































(1) The Warner Brothers mischief maker in a book all his own. This tells how 
he used his wits to get some carrots for nothing, only to step into his own bed of tacks 
and have sore feet for his just deserts. 


(2) This is the story from the Disney picture,Melody Time- a prettied up story 
of Johnny Appleseed who left his farm to follow the pioneers and plant apple seeds. 


(3) Companion volume to Five Little Firemen in a happy little story about two 
coal miners who like their job, even when dynamite almost brings disaster. 


(4) The best of the four, a guessing book about things almost any small child 
can identify with the pictures and descriptive details of the text. 


Ge BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Neurath, Marie Chanticleer Press, N.Y.C. , 
IF YOU COULD SEE INSIDE $1.50 


What's inside a hill? What's behind the walls of a house? Where is the under- 
ground home of the mole? What's it like inside a lighthouse? Inside a wasp's nest? In- 
side an egg? Under deep water? Simple explanations of unseen wonders of everyday, well 
done in understandable text and diagram-like drawings in 3 colors. But it is a difficult 
book to use with just any child, as there is no real focus of thought, and the interest 
levels are. so different that the whole seems a bit haphazard. Sturdy cloth binding, but 
in a rather perishable light color. (Publ.) 


Neurath, Marie Chanticleer Press 
I'LL SHOW YOU HOW IT HAPPENS $1.50 


Companion volume, but the same criticism mintains here- the presentations are 
good, but there seems no central thought, no core to the idea, and the result seems a 
hodgepodge.... Where does a spring come from? What happens when a ship comes to a draw- 
bridge? What goes on in a bulb between flowerings? What can prevent the sun's rays from 
falling on the earth? Why does fire make the engine go? The text is again expanded 
captions accompanying diagram type pictures. Cloth- in less perishable color. (Publ.) 


lang, Andrew Longmans, Green 
OLIVE FAIRY BOOK & ORANGE FAIRY BOOK Ea. $2.50 
e It is reassuring and heartening that the demand for the earlier reissues in this 


famous fairy tale series has been so satisfactory that these can be added. Less well known 
than the other titles, they measure up to the same high standard of original text and modern 
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dress. The Olive Fairy Book is made up of mystic folk tales from the Far East, many of 
them with a certain peasant slyness... The Orange Fairy Book has particularly good stories 
for the story teller, drawn from the British Isles, Spain and Italy. (8/10) 


Beim, Jerrold Morrow a 
THE SMALLEST BOY IN THE CLASS $2.00 


* Jerrold Beim is one of the most successful tellers of small tales for small boys | 
and Meg Wohlberg one of my favorite illustrators, so this combination is made to measure | 
for my taste. Jerrold Beim can drive home a moral without making it obvious, and his story | 
is told in such human terms that every character seems real. This is Jim's story, Jim who : 
hated the nickname of Tiny and who tried to act big. One day he did something really gen- 
erous, and won the reputation for having the biggest heart. And eventually he even lost 
the nickname. Good second year reading- and younger children will like it read aloud. 
Cloth. (8/24) 


McClung, Robert M. Morrow 
SPHINX: The Storv of a Catertiliar $2.00 


A graphic way to tell a true nature story (though it is hard for a gardener to be 
enthusiastic about a sphinx caterpillar and his diet of tomato leaves). In pictures and 
large type text the life cycle is traced, from the eggs hatching out in the summer to the 
laying of more eggs on the tomato plants the next Spring. The vocabulary will be difficult 
for beginning readers, but it reads well aloud. Cloth. (9/21) 





MacCabe, Naomi & Lorin Stanford University Press 
CABLE CAR JOEY $1.95 


A light-hearted story of San Francisco's first cable car, its agonies of fear as 
it faced the long hill, the encouragement of its father, the horse-drawn car, and its 
mother, the mule-car, its pride of achievement, its despair during the earthquake. And 
finally its happy tour of the modern city. Joey is kin to Little Toot and other humanized 
machinery and Mr.MacCabe has pictured him and San Francisco scenes airily, while Mrs. 
MacCabe’s story has a certain youthful dash. Not only regional. Cloth cover, stiff boards. 


(8/18) 








EASY READING. 


Dudley, Ruth Morrow 
HANK AND THE KITTEN $2.00 


* Hank was a perky wire-haired who loved Dick very much and was pretty resentful 
of the new little black kitten. The kitten wanted to be friends, and pictures on every 
page show Hank trying to get away from its attentions, while the text is in primer style- 
with repeated phrases and words- for beginning reading. Louis Darling's delightful black 
and white drawings are full of action and uncluttered, and reproduction in both pictures 
and type is refreshingly sharp. Of course the kitten eventually wins out! Cloth. (9/7) 


Woolley, Catherine Morrow 
DAVID'S RAILROAD $2.00 


Here is a book that illustrates one of the current problems in children's books, - 
whether or not to have books about naughtiness. Here's an author who believes in the re- 
alistic approach, in accepting the fact that every child has times of naughtiness and 
stubborness and disobedience- and that discipline of one sort or another goes along with 
the uncomfortable processes of growing up.... In Two Hundred Pennies David worked to earn 
the first money towards his electric train. Now- with summer days and first grade facing 
him in September, David wants to play with his trains in the basement- and his mother wants 
him to play outdoors. He has a kitty, a puppy, even some fish, and he is supposed to take 
care of them himself. But he is thoughtless and disobedient and one small naughtiness 
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piles up on another and life gets complicated and unhappy as resentment leaves him no peace. 
Finally his stubborness gives way, he accepts the ruling- "no trains for the rest of the 


ee summer"- and things begin to straighten out. A completely real and really interesting 





story, laid in a Jersey town that might be any small town anywhere. Iliustrated by Iris 
Beatty Johnson in black and white. Bound in kivar, which stands up like cloth. (9/21) 


Keeler, Katherine Southwick ' Nelson 
WINTER COMES TO MEADOW BROOK FARM $2.00 


Fourth in the series, and rounding out the seasonal picture of farm life, this 
carries on the activities of Farmer Allen, his wife, animals and young friends, from the 
coming of winter, through its necessary harshness and warm, good holidays, to the doubting 
moments when the Allens almost decide to sell, through to the promise of Spring. Again the 
format seems to put this in a lower age bracket, but the text places it in this older list- 
ing. The author-illustrator's four volumes give a detailed farm picture. (Publ.) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~ F:ctzon 


Piper, Ruth Doubleday 
SUDY AND PRILL $2.50 


* A lively amusing story of little girl friendship, as Sudy, an only child whose 
name was really Susan, and Prill, one of a large, delightfully crazy family, became "best 
friends” and found that each brought something to the friendship. Sudy was a little afraid 
of things, and thought Prill did everything well. But she found after a while that she 
wasn't a coward after all, and that Prill had an inferiority complex herself and needed 
something Sudy could give. A very sound story of eleven and twelve year olds in a little 
New England town. The giggles, the flights of imagination, the fun, the heartaches,are all 
there. We've needed more of this sort of story. This is good. Ill'd. by Brinton Turkle.(8/18) 


Hatch, Mary C. - retoid by Harcourt, Brace 
MORE DANISH TALES $2.50 


Fifteen more folk and fairy tales to companion the earlier volume Thirteen Danish 
Tales (1947), these again combine the earthy qualities of shrewdness, rewards, clever fel- 
lows, and wily bargains with magic tests, trials, enchantments, trolls and devils. The 
humorous characterizations, the rhythmic repetition of speech and action, the familier 
themes are always acceptable to young imaginations, and the comically alive illustrations 
by Edgun, in two colors, go hand in hand with the text. (8/18) 


Leavitt, Dorothy Little, Brown (A M.P.) 
ADVENTURE ON THE POTOMAC: $2.75 


Thin plot and even a bit of a mystery worked into a story really designed to 
paint life in Washington, and the things to see there. Two boys and a girl, whose father 
is elected to Congress, leave Connecticut and descend on Washington, ready for anything. 
There's a bit of an inside picture of the House of Representatives in action- the White 
House- the Lincoln Memorial- the Smithsonian- and so on and so on. The children are in- 
strumental in finding a missing veteran son of one of Dad's constituents - and, oh yes, 4 
buried treasure dating back to the Civil War. But it all seems fairly artificial and con- 
trived. Use with lower and middle teens. (9/2) 


Hager, Alice Rogers Messner 
THE CANVAS CASTLE $2.50 


Winner of the Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation award, and Junior Guild selection 
as well- this is off to a good start. It's - in my opinion- a nice, wholesome family story, 
but not a particularly distinguished book. It is a story of a happy year when an engineer's 
family, never hardened to continual uprootings, finds opportunity to put down roots, make 
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friends, buy four acres of hillside property and build a unique house, which they describe 
as the canvas castle. Chiefly it is Maidie's story, a 12-year old who can't forgive her 
father for packing them up as the year ends and the ax falls- it is to be Alaska, this time- 
a far cry from the welcoming California town they had loved. But at the very end, even 
Maidie realizes that it is, after all, the family that counts, and in generous acceptance, 
she makes the final sacrifice, and gives her beloved horse to her “best friend”, Anne. The 
Harper children have brought happiness wherever they have touched the lives of others. Con- 
temporary, might-be-true (though almost too good) a happenstance, where practically every- 
thing turns out well. Black and white illustrations- nice ones- by Mary Stephens. (August) 


Sowers, Phyllis Ayer Messner 
ELEPHANT BOY OF THE TEAK FOREST $2.50 


A story of Siam- of a water village family- and particularly of Prad, who went to 
the teakwood forests with his father, who was an experienced elephant man, and who learned 
to care for the elephants, even to handle the half-wild elephant whose owner was eventually 
found. There’s an interesting cross-section of peasant life and life of westernized Siam- 
ese that takes this out of the groove of presenting only the primitive aspects. There's a 
bit of mystery, a goodly slice of adventure- and something of the feel of the jungle life. 
Illustrated with line drawings by Margaret Ayer. (8/15) 





Bothwell, Jean Morrow 
LITTLE FLUTE PLAYER $2.00 


* She has done some good books, but this is- we think- her best. A simple but en- 
grossing story of a 10-year old boy, son of a small farmer in the plains of Northern India. 
Their livelihood depends on the grain harvest - and Teka is proud of his assignment, flutist 
with the cattle, homeward bound, and with his music, giving hope and courage to the workers 
in the fields. This has been passed down in his family from father to son, and there comes 
& time when another test is put to him, and as man of the family, he must carry grave re- 
sponsibility. There's a pervading atmosphere of overhanging fear of famine; the story is 
dramatic and suspenseful, while the perspective of a child of ten is held consistently. 
Margaret Ayer decorative drawings in line. Kivar bound. (9/7) 


Morrow 


Goetz, Delia 

THE HIDDEN BURRO $2.00 
Sequel to The Burro of Barnegat Road, and more about Dorothy and Wally, and Chula, | 

the burro, who lives with their grandparents in Connecticut, where they usually spend their 

summers. But this year, the grandparents are going away, and the children have to stay in 

Washington. Chula is shipped down to them and arrives while their parents are away, and 

most of the story is concerned with their efforts to keep Chula's presence a secret. They 

hide her in the basement of their father's secretary's house, and Miss Pringle, who gets 

nervous about practically anything, is naturally a laughgetter. The Washington Monument 

adventure is good fun, too, and the story mounts to a climax when Chula, en route to the 

farm where it is decreed she's to stay for the summer, balks and holds up the big parade 

in honor of her countryman, President of Mexico. Pictures in black and white by Dorothy 


Bayley Morse. Duroid binding. (9/21) 


Robinson, Mabel L. Random House 


BACK SEAT DRIVER $2.00 


* A difficult thing to do- successfully done, in what might well be one of the hits 
of the year. Here is fantasy in realistic terms, in the story of Riley, the doctor's dog, a 
fast-talking, egotistical wire-haired, who considers it his responsibility to sit beside 
the doctor and keep him out of trouble. Riley makes cracks at his master- and the doctor 
sasses back in the most companionable way. One day at the garage, Riley sees a miniature 
car used for display, begs for it, and learns to drive it. Then he lets the doctor go out 
alone, while he goes adventuring on the highways. They both have exciting times, but as the 
novelty wears off, Riley decides he is better at his old job of keeping the doctor out of 
trouble. It's delightful and funny and wonderful, as near to Dr. Doolittle as anyone has 


come. This is for your Freddy market. (9/23) 
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Franklin Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF DOGS $1.50 


Taber, Gladys 


An addition to a fine series, this tells many interesting and dependable facts 
about many different species and the particular qualities for which each is known, includ- 
ing working dogs and Seeing Eye dogs. Then the author turns to her own specialty, cockers, 
and using Susy Soft Paws, owned by a small boy, as her model, goes into the matter of food, 
training, development, etc. There’s an ease and friendliness in her handling of her sub- 
ject that makes it a good general guide for young owners. (From 12 on, I'd suggest her 
classic Especially Spaniels). Fully illustrated by Bob Kyhn. (9/15) 


Fiction 





TWELVE TO FIFTEEN 






Crowell 
CHRISTMAS HORSE $2.50 


Balch, Glen 


A sequel to Wid Horse in the story of Ben and his new young horse, son of the 
horse hero of the earlier book. Ben had hated going to schogl in Boise anyhow, and it 
seemed harder than ever after Christmas to leave his new horse behind. The love of a boy 
for his horse finds a way, and Ben works at a riding schoo] after school hours in return 
for the opportunity of boarding Inky there. He devotes his spare time to training him, 
despite the discouragement from those who are convinced that only blood will tell, and of 
course Ben and his horse win out at the rodeo. A fairly contrived story, but it has the 
ingredients that make horse stories popular. Plus pictures by Pers Crowell. (9/9?) 





lampman, Evelyn Sibley Doubleday 
TREASURE MOUNTAIN $2.50 


Author of Crazy Creek, with another Indian story for the younger age bracket in 
this group. An excellent story of conflict of two civilizations- and different genera- 
tions. Two half-breed Indian children of the Pacific Northwest, leave the school where 
they have been cared for since their parents’ deaths, and go to their full-blood Indian 
aunt, who ekes out a precarious living in a poor shack, and is labelled crazy by the whites 
near by. There's no money for anything else, so the children drift into living on fish 
they catch and berries they gather, while trying to keep the shack clean as they have been 
taught, without offending the old woman of whom they are fond. They learn to see her point 
of view, to speak her tongue, to admire her faith in her god. When taxes are due they find 
a way to meet the problem logically. The search for the legendary treasure buried in the 
mountain provides some suspense, but the story is memorable largely for the sympathetic, 
warm handling of the characters and the problem of the American Indian in contact with the 
white civilization today. Illustrated by Richard Bennett. (8/4) 


Mallette, Gertrude E. Doubleday 
UNEXPECTED SUMMER $2.00 


* This belongs in the upper brackets of the 12-15, and the lower of the 15 and up, 
for it is a different and exciting kind of career story- summer holiday jobs. Selden knows 
that she must earn money after her Freshman year and plunges into the problem of finding 
work, preferably in journalism since she is majoring in that. There just isn’t any report- 
er jobs available, so she uses her ingenuity to find news stories, take photographs on the 
spot, and sell her story at spot rates to the very local paper that had turned her down. 
Then on the side, she starts a candy kitchen in her home, basing it on what she had learned 
in home ec at school, and after some discouraging set-backs, she makes a big success of it. 
There's plenty of excitement when the two jobs dovetail in the solution of a big robbery. 
And @ romance culminates in an engagement,making it an exciting summer on all counts.There's 
plenty of level-headed business thinking procedure in the story, and some very good 
writing. (9/7) 
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Trease, Geofrey Harcourt, Brace’ 
SHADOW OF THE HAWK $2.50 


continued 
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Again (Trumpets In- The West - 1947) an action-centered, period-mounted story - 
this time of the Renaissance - which just brushes in the background and is chiefly con- 
cerned with the immediacy of the adventure at hand. Alan Drayton, a pupil of Erasmus and 
quick with his sword as well as with his wits, undertakes a mission from the master to 
bring back from a Balkan monastery a rare manuscript of a Greek play. In so doing he runs 
afoul of the Venetian Duke of Molfetta who wants the manuscript for his own collection, 
takes on - as a stowaway on the voyage from Venice to Greece - Angela, a young girl, sees 
their ship set fire by pirates, is attacked by Turks ~ and the Duke's agents, faces even 
grimmer experiences in the monastery, secures the manuscript only to lose it to the Duke... 
A good enough story which throws in a smattering of Renaissance learning and color. 


Illustrated by Jo Krush. (8/18) 


Chipperfield, Joseph E. Longmans, Green 
STORM OF DANCERWOOD $3.00 


A quiet but effective dog story, with a background of English country life- its 
hunts, its kennels, its retired Army officers enjoying woods and streams. Storm, an Alsa- 
tian of proud ancestry, longs to return to the wild life of his forebears, to leave the 
kennels of which he is the pride. The story is all his- as it shows his deep feeling of 
kinship with the wild life of the woods, particularly with the blind fox with which he 
mates, and through whom he meets the one man he can call master. This man is a naturalist, 
and the strange conflicting loyalties he sees in Storm interest him and the two become 
fast friends. He learns with Storm of the relentless battle of the woods, the fight for 
self-preservation. There really is not much plot for adventure in the story, but it is an 
unusual character study of a dog, and as such children in the lower teens will like it. 


Illustrated by Helen Torrey. (9/7) 


Holt, Stephen Longmans, Green 
: THE PHANTOM ROAN $2.50 


* A truly thrilling boy-and-horse story with a good plot, well-sustained suspense- 
and fine characterization. Glenn has been cowboy and rodeo contestant in his boyhood and 
early youth, and it is a wrench to leave the Alberta ranch which has been home to him when 
his foster-father's cattle die of bloat. A town job in a bank seems the grim alternative. 
Then an ill and weary and outlaw roan, who has been allowed to be a fighter for rodeo shows, 
changes Glenn's plans. He loves the horse, trains him, builds him back to health - and 
through this, finds himself a job as assistant to a crusty, fine veterinarian who had been 
sent to Alberta to improve cattle health conditions. How Glenn outwits the ranch owner 
who is trying to sabotage the program- and how, in the thrilling climax, he wins back his 
roan at the Madison Square Garden rodeo,combine in a fine story.Good pace- good picture of 
friendship between man and horse. A sure favorite, Illustrated by Pers Crowell. (9/7) 


Brier, Howard EO Random House 
BACKWOOD” MAGIC $2.50 


Nothing particularly novel in this, but it is a dependably good high school 
basketball story for boys. A new angle is the conflict between city and small town life, 
as Skip grudgingly accepted the inevitable when, at the start of his senior year at the 
city school, he has to go with his father to a small town to live. When he finds that his 
prowess in basketball is more appreciated here than in the city, things begin to look up, 
and before the story ends, his team is winning preliminaries for state championship, and 
eventually comes up against the old city high school team- and wins. There are the usual 
stock characters- the usual conflicts- but familiar ingredients are blended in a story 
that has some different twists. On the whole satisfactory. (9/7) 
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Random House 
GYPSY MELODY $2.50 





Kahmann, Chesley 


































G * Romance for the teens with the unusual background of the bizarre life of the 
gypsies. Reni's life- along with that of her tribe- is ruled by the firm hand of her grand- 
mother, and readers learn much of the code of the Romany folk, their amazing combination 
of deep feeling for the warm and beautiful in life, their integrity of spirit, and yet 
their pride in skill in bargaining, in getting the better of any goys- any non-gypsies. 
Their wanderings take them from New Jersey to New York and then to North Carolina. When 
Reni's young man leaves the tribe to enlist in the army, Reni is hurt and angry at what 
seems his betrayal, but little by little accepts his viewpoint, finds she too can make 
friends and success in music outside the tribe. As the story ends, they are married and 
the old and new ways of life are blended. A mature story, humorous at times, with ex- 
cellent characterization and topnotch writing. An unusual story for middle teens. (8/29) 
(Doublelist for Young Adults). q | 23 


TWELVE. TO FIFTEEN - Non=fiction 


Baker, Nina Brown Harcourt, Brace 
TEN AMERICAN CITIES $2.50 


Just a touch of miscellaneous information on the ten cities selected here (in- 
dustries, utilities, landmarks, sites), since in each case these short profiles of places 
are developed from a particular historical highlight. With Boston, it's the teaparty; 
Philadelphia, the Declaration of Independence; New Orleans, its defense by Andrew Jackson 
during the War of 1812; San Francisco, the gold rush; Salt Lake City, the Mormon settle- 
ment; Chicago, the great fire; etc., etc. The exact usefulness of a book such as this is 
& little hard to define, but the incidents - dramatic per se - lend historical action and 


ge interest. (8/18) 
BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS — Fiction: 


Double-list the following from the 12-15 section: 


Mallette, Gertrude E. - UNEXPECTED SUMMER (Doubleday - $2.00) 361 
Kaufmann, Chesley - GYPSY MELODY (Random House - $2.50) i 565 
Davis, Lavinia R. Doubleday 

COME BE MY LOVE $2.00 


A really adult love story for teen age girls- with perhaps too much crammed into 

y its pages to be listed as a serious novel...Jib, who has finished sophomore year at college 
has, through carelessness, left herself without any constructive plans for her summer. At 
first she tries a job as social secretary to the town's social climber and party giver in 
the country club set in the Berkshire town where her family had summered for years. They 
had never been part of that set- and she soon found she was being used in ways she dis- 
liked by her boss- and quit the job. Then she went to stay with some cousins, fascinating 
and intellectual, who move in yet another set in the same town. Through them she met a 
young man working for the U.S. Bureau of soil conservation, and falls in love and becomes 
interested in the industrial aspects of the town and the people. She works at gardening- 
does some reporting for the local paper- has her share in breaking up some industrial 
troubles between the mill owners and the working people. Throughout the story there are 
some realistic but pretty adult love scenes; the dialogue may shock some purists who like 
to pretend that young people don't talk as these (and their ilk) do. But girls will be. 

& thrilled by the handling of problems they all face, and feel that here is an author not 

afraid to show them as they are. (8/4) 
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Cooke, David C.- Fd. Dutton 

e BEST DETECTIVE STORIES OF THE YEAR 1949 $2.50 
) 
This annual collection covers the best stories appearing in magazines, pulp to 

popular. They represent a variety of styles and are usually reliant on the trick twist. 
Many familiar, capable names, some newcomers, score above average. (Full report P. 341) 


(9/1) 


Edwards, E. J. Longmans, Green 
THE CHOSEN $3.00 


A book of definite Catholic appeal and one that is frank and honest in its story 
of five boys who enter a Catholic seminary to train for the priesthood, and of the only 
one who followed through to his goal. Boys with serious interests will find plenty of 
mental and emotional and spiritual adventure as the five Brooklyn boys contrast seminary 
as well as home life experiences, as the basic motivations are laid bare. How mechanics 
and money claim one, family life another, business the third, dislike of obedience the 
fourth, and how Martin alone was strong enough for service to a wider reach of humanity. 
The contrasts are well defined - the types appealing. (Full report P. 339). (9/9?) 


Carroll, Gladys Hasty Macmillan 
WEST OF THE HILL $3.00 


The first part is highly recommended - that of the boy-meets-girl story of a 
young fish peddler and an untutored, frightened girl and their marriage which found deep- 
ening love and faith, in the inland district “west of the hill” of Maine, back in the 
"80's. Molly's determination that somehow the cleavages between people of different back- 

. grounds, nationalities and religions must be cemented in the common cause of humanity takes 
‘on a rather cloying sense of sweetness and light, which spoils what might have been a 
really strong religious spirit. But the triumphant conclusion should find the same audi- 
ence that Grace Livingston Hill has had through the years. (Full report P. 335) (9/6) 


Rosenheim, Lucile G. , Messner 
KATHIE, THE NEW TEACHER $2.50 


A romance that tells of Kathie Kerber's first year of teaching has a vocational, 
social-minded background. Kathie's hotheaded impulsiveness leads her promptly into trouble 
with other teachers, the P T.A , influential members of the suburban community, and even 
her own 7th graders, but her ability to take advice and see her own shortcomings eases the 
worst situations, and her friendship with level-headed Jim Clark helps her plans for oivio 
improvement. Her rehabilitation of her problem pupils, the success of her year's program 
in social studies, her interest in a community park, and, eventually, her place in the 
town are shown with a minimum of exaggeration and a disarming sincerity. But it could 
be wished that the style were equal to the subject and the mterial. (8/15) 


Viking 


Howe, George 
CALL IT TREASON $3 .00 
Even without the $15,000 Christopher Prize this would rank as a psychological 
approach to a spy thriller. The start is slow, but as momentum gathers the reader becomes 
one with young Happy, a German lad who has sublime faith in the cause of freedom and who 
has given himself to U-. S. Army Intelligence, knowing the dangers involved. His trip 
across southern Germany to Mannheim is thrilling and reveals that part of Germany at 
point of collapse; his idealism overbalances his realization of the probable cost. The 
inevitable end is spared its bitter futility when another completes Happy's task. Chosen 
from among 2,000 manuscripts submitted, this is a notable, expertly handled first novel. 
A good chance for a break-away from western and mystery reading. (Full report P. 334.) 


(8/29) 
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Knight, Charles R. Appleton-Century-Crofts 
PREHISTORIC MAN $5.00 







In spite of certain criticisms - its unevenness, the emphasis on the accounts of 
expeditions to the caves of France and Spain - this is an interesting, dramatic and plaus- 
ibly argued account of what we know - and guess - about the life of ancient man. It tells 
of his gradual achievement of comfort and security through shelter, clothing, defensive 
weapons and a reliable food supply. The author, noted for his scientific paintings, lets 
the stories of the expeditions to examine the relics get in the way of the history of how 
Neanderthal Man, Cro-Magnon Man and other ancient forebears were first discovered, what 
types of living conditions they encountered and how they coped with them. Worthwhile 
parallel reading for courses in this field. (Full report P. 345.) (8/19) 


















Harper 
AMERICAN ADVENTURE $2.50 — 


Mitchell, Broadus 





This should be a populer supplement to American history studies in its collection 
of separate articles that tell the story of America today in terms of significant events 
and people in history. The whaling era, the story of the trappers and fur traders, Alex- 
ander Hamilton and his influence in the shaping of the country, the saga of the clippers, 
the T.V.A., the underground railroad, the California gold rush, transcontinental migration, 
the textile industry and William Gregg, Pittsburgh and its birth as a steel center, etc. 

It seems too bad that a_pedestrian pace sometimes mars the general readability. (Full 

























report P. 344.) ( Gp n 
Pettit, Ted S. Harper 
BIRDS IN YOUR BACK YARD $3.00 
ae A book of specific interest to observant young ornithologists in its explanation 
of how to make your back yard into a bird sanctuary - but not a book of bird recognition. 


He makes bird watching a fascinating year round hobby - and an inexpensive one. Birds in 
their seasonal round, identification, how to use field guides, how to build bird houses 
and feeding stations, how to record observations. There is little about nests and eggs 
in the descriptive and identification section; there are excellent lists of shrubs and 
trees to attract birds; there is a good section on photography. 16 pp. of half tones, 

8 full pp. and 2 half pp. line drawings, by the author. (Full report P. 349). — 


Harrison, George Russell Morrow 
ATOMS IN ACTION $5.00 


The story of physics’ contribution to modern living is brought up to date in 
this third revised edition of one of the best books in popular science writing. Clear and 
vivid, never sensational, it is packed with an astonishing amount of information in lucid, 
easily flowing style and deals with developments in optics, electronics, meteorology, com- 
munications, medicine, atomic energy, etc. The bibliography is well chosen, the index is 
practical, its use, as reference and supplementary reading, is recommended. With illus- 
trations, it would have been tops for science-minded students. (Full report P. 344).(8/3) 


Brown, Paul Scribner 
DRAW HORSES: [t’s Fun and [t's Easy $2.00 


His thesis is convincing through the way in which he shows the fundamentals of 
drawing horses. First the study of the horse, detail by detail and in action; second the 
knowledge of common errors and how to avoid them. The overlay method shows how trial and 

ge error become a constructive step by step process; the diagramming, the use of squares and 
stick figures, the effect of muscles in action - all provide practical short cuts for 
artists-to-be, by an admired expert in this field. This would be a wonderful convalescent 
book for anyone liking to draw. (Full report P. 356.) (Publ.) 






